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22nd Congress of PDFORRA 

Wexford (Ireland), 02.03.10.2013 

The Secretary general of Eurofedop (Bert Van Caelenberg) and the President of the Trade Council Defence 
of Eurofedop (Jan Kleian) attended the 22nd Congress of Eurofedop’s member organisation PDFORRA in 
Ireland on 2nd and 3rd October last. The Irish Minister of Justice and Defence, Mr Alan Shatter, was also 
present on 2nd October and addressed the congress participants. 

 
Mark Scally (president PDFORRA), Alan Shatter, Bert Van Caelenberg 

A remarkable element in the speech of the Minister was that he spoke predominantly about the financial 
problems that, as a result of the economic crisis, Ireland is also confronted with and the impact this has on 
the Irish Armed Forces. He indicated to be exceptionally pleased by the fact that, thanks to his efforts, the 
armed forces today still count 10,000 men or women. In other words, the things are what they are. Another 
remarkable aspect was that the Minister spoke extensively about the equipment projects which are at hand 
or should start shortly in the Irish Armed Forces, but he spent not a single word on the financial position of 
the Armed Forces’ personnel. What he did do, was to express great appreciation for the way in which the 
military personnel do their job with great dedication in sometimes extremely difficult circumstances, but that 
was the only thing they got, nothing more. 
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The Secretary General of PDFORRA, Gerry Rooney, spoke in completely different terms. He also mentioned 
the deplorable state of part of the equipment, but focussed in the most part of his speech on the army 
personnel’s employment status. He spoke about the reorganisations which had taken place, the discussions 
which, up to four times, led to a decrease in the army personnel’s remuneration, altogether by almost 20 %. 
He rightfully asked that the work of the personnel would be correctly (financially) appreciated. He also asked 
that appropriate attention would be given to those members of the armed forces who, as a result of 
organisational changes, at the end of a 20 years’ contract, have to leave the armed forces. Those people 
have abominable future prospects and he hoped that the Minister would feel responsible for them and that 
measures would be taken to accompany them from work to work. 

 
The Secretary General of Eurofedop took the floor on the 3rd October. He indicated the objectives which 
Eurofedop stands for. He also spoke about the increasing tendency of public authorities to consider 
privatising part of services provided to the public. He neatly underlined that it is the task of public authorities 
to guarantee the provision of public services to the population and that privatisation brings no salvation. 

Subsequently, the President of the Trade Council Defence held two brief introductions. First he spoke about 
basic social rights and the way in which Eurofedop has worked devotedly over the years, with a view to 
achieving its objectives. He explained that political lobbying requires a lot of time and that the only way to 
achieve your goals is to keep defending them until the very end. He briefly referred also to the Minister’s 
speech of the evening before and insisted that the congress participants would above all continue their fight 
for the realisation of their objectives. He referred to his own trade union’s history (which started more than 
111 years ago) and underlined that they too had to fight continuously for the position they are holding today. 

Then, he gave clarification about the developments which have taken place in his country with regard to the 
care for veterans. Among others he gave explanation about the rights established in the Dutch Veterans Law. 
He advised the Congress to choose the way of gradual progression and start with recognition and 
appreciation. With this aim, he promised that, both on the part of Eurofedop and ACOM, support would be 
given. 


