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EU Health Policy 
Conference on Quality, Safety and Cost-Effectiveness 

Rome (Italy), 03-04.11.2014 

The conference started with a survey of the efforts made by the host country, Italy, with regard to assuring 
“Quality in the health sector”. In this respect, Bert Van Caelenberg, Secretary General of Eurofedop, referred 
to the key role played by health care staff in generating health care quality. Nevertheless, quality was seen in 
the first place during this conference from the angle of safety for the patients. A separate conference on the 
role of health care staff will still be organised. 

 

The Council of the EU is clear – there is a need for training health care staff. Other speakers denounced the 
lack of discipline in many operation rooms as well as the inadequacy of information, among professionals as 
well as towards patients. 

A representative of the WHO underlined that patient safety and health care quality affect us all and called for 
global solidarity, just as we have learned from the Ebola crisis. 
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The programme of the country assuring the next presidency of the European Union, Latvia, was explained by 
a representative of the Ministry of Health of that country. 

After interventions on patient safety evaluation techniques and cost evaluation models, the innovative role of 
industry in developing new health care techniques was underlined. Bert Van Caelenberg referred to the 
cooperation between Eurofedop and industry in the field of the protection from needle stick injuries and the 
impact this had on the development of EU legislation in this respect. 

Large consideration was given to accreditation in the closing chapter. The possibility of having European 
accreditation norms in the future was one of the points of discussion. 

If we are to make a summary of this conference, we have to say that, by no means, this has been a 
conference in vain. It produced matters of reflection for the European Commission. 

 

 


