
 
Algemeen Secretariaat  •  Secrétariat Général  •  Generalsekretariat  •  Secretariat General  •  Secretaría General 

 

Europese Federatie van het Overheidspersoneel 
Fédération Européenne du Personnel des Services Publics  •  Europäische Föderation der Öffentlich Bediensteten 

European Federation of Employees in Public Services  •  Federación Europea del Personal de los Servicios Públicos 
Blijde Inkomstlaan 1-5, B-1040 Brussel, België  •  Avenue de la Joyeuse Entrée 1-5, B-1040 Bruxelles, Belgique 

tel. + 32 (0)2 230 38 65  •  eurofedop@eurofedop.org  •  www.eurofedop.org 

www.eurofedop.org 

 

HFE 
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European Parliament, Brussels (Belgium), 17.11.2016 

Innovative Health Systems Reform:  
Tackling antimicrobial resistance and HAIs to improve patient safety 

(The primary aim of the Interest Group on Innovation in Health and Social Care is to improve patient access 
to innovation in health and social care by influencing EU policy.) 

The start of using antibiotics to treat infectious diseases dates from the 
1940s. For the first time, once deadly infectious diseases such as 
pneumonia became manageable. Misuse of antibiotics worldwide has 
however eroded their efficacy and resistant bacteria rapidly emerged and 
spread across the globe. Under the initiative of Health First Europe, a 
session was set up in the European Parliament to discuss the situation and 
look for solutions. The session was moderated by Bert Van Caelenberg, 
Vice-President of HFE, Secretary General of Eurofedop. 

The fight against antimicrobial resistance (AMR) had already been one of 
the priorities of the Dutch presidency in the first half of the year. To reduce 
infections by 50 % has been set as the target. In particular, the use of 

antibiotics should be carefully assessed and restricted, not only with humans but also with animals. 
Moreover, restricted use will allow to save money. 

Key words in the fight against AMR are prevention, diagnosis, nursing and the pharmaceutical industry. What 
should be the policy of governments, what can be done by healthcare professionals, patients, families, 
farmers, ... The different aspects of the issue were discussed during the session. 

Dr Andrea Ammon, Director of the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) underlined 
the important role which the fight against Healthcare Associated Infections (HAIs) plays in the fight against 
AMR. The Centre is continuously involved in raising the awareness about the need for EU institutions to 
develop policies with a view to minimising the consumption of antibiotics. 

Line Matthiessen of the DG RTD talked about the role of research and innovation to fight infections. 

MEP Marian Harkin pointed to the importance of informing the public and the development of a new and 
comprehensive EU Action Plan based on the One Health approach. (One Health refers to the interconnection 
as regards health between humans, animals and their environments.). 

At the European antibiotic awareness day, which is organised each year on 18 November, Commissioner 
Andriukaitis announced the launching in 2017 of the new EU Action Plan on antimicrobial resistance. 
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