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10th European Patients’ Rights Day 
European Parliament (Brussels), 04.05.2016 

In order to reduce waste and inefficiency in healthcare systems, and by doing so, increase the quality of 
patient care, experts were given the floor and panel discussions were set up about good practices of 
overcoming problems of inefficiency and improving organisational management in healthcare. 

As vice-president of Health First Europe, Bert Van 
Caelenberg, secretary general of Eurofedop, was one of the 
participants in a round-table discussion on mobilising all, from 
individual to association and public entity, about preventing 
waste and inefficiency in healthcare. 

He underlined that, in HFE’s view, waste in healthcare should 
be tackled by implementing the Community Care Model. By 
removing care from hospitals, and promoting care based on 
prevention, early diagnosis and the implementation of 

innovative solutions in the community setting, it will be possible to offer high quality care to patients where 
and how they want it. 

After giving some examples of cases enabling the reduction of waste in 
healthcare, such as the application of diabetes testing in the community, 
the fight against bacterial resistance with the help of rapid screening 
technologies, he made it clear that an important contribution can also be 
delivered by the dissemination of effective waste removal reports across 
the EU. 

An attentive listener at the round-table discussion was Vytenis 
Andriukaitis, European Commissioner for Health and Food Safety. 

Some words were also said about how the issue of waste removal is dealt 
with in the USA. In reply to a remark made by a participant about the 
effectiveness of the system in that country, Bert Van Caelenberg underlined 
that, in comparison with the health care system of the US, health in the EU is better organised and better 
serves the public. Health in the US costs 50 % more and the outcome is 50 % less. 
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