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Short history of VOLYA, all-Ukrainian union of workers solidarity 
Lviv (Ukraine), 30.06-01.07.2016 

December 1990-February 1991. First in Ukraine, with the equal participation of all social partners, a poll 
(social elections). This poll was a triumph for the FTU “VOLYA”. The regional status of VOLYA which united 
workers of different professions and fields at many enterprises was confirmed. 

The activities of VOLYA to support the Revolution of Dignity, participating in actions in Maidan, collecting 
money and giving it to the families of the perished Heroes of the Heaven Hundred, protesting against the 
annexation of the Crimea and the war triggered off by the moscovian regime against Ukraine, assisting the 
Ukrainian army and volunteers, informing the Ukrainian and world society about the situation from November 
2013 to May 2014. 

 
Bert Van Caelenberg, Secretary General of Eurofedop 

Bert Van Caelenberg took part on behalf of Eurofedop in the seminar which was held on 30th June and 1st 
July 2016 and was entitled: 

“What should be response of Christian Trade Unions to the challenges of the 21st century?” 
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He was given the floor the first day and started his presentation by explaining what the basic values are 
which underlie the activities and involvement of Eurofedop. Those values are respect for human rights, the 
rights of workers, democracy, the rule of law and a positive attitude towards life and work. Moreover, he 
referred to the Christian faith as basic motivation for the action and involvement of a great number of 
member organisations of Eurofedop. More particularly, he referred to the importance of Rerum Novarum, the 
encyclical which Pope XIII wrote in 1891, making an appeal for doing something quickly about the misery of 
the working class and underlining that workers and employers should not fight but cooperate with each other. 

He subsequently gave a description of the activities of Eurofedop, the trade councils, seminars and various 
contacts with representatives of the member organisations and officials from European institutions and 
international organisations. 

 
Oleksandr Dzhulyk, President of VOST (VOLYA); Soren Fibiger Olesen, President of KRIFA 

The seminar was organised in cooperation with KRIFA, the Kristelig Fagbevægelse (Denmark). 

The chair of the seminar was Oleksandr Dzhulyk, President of VOST (VOLYA). Opening speeches were 
made by Soren Fibiger Olesen, President of KRIFA, and Yuriy Pidlisnyi, Deputy Head of the Lviv oblast state 
administration. 

Other important speakers were 

Petro Darmoris, Professor of the Ukrainian Catholic University (former student at the Catholic University of 
Leuven, Belgium) who spoke about the 125th anniversary of the encyclical “Rerum Novarum” and the 
influence of Christian social teaching to overcome the challenges of the 21st century, 

Vasyl Barylyuk, Director of the Lviv oblast employment service, who spoke about challenges arising from the 
activities of the employment service in the 21st century and productive employment prospects, 

Oksana Zholnovych, Associate Professor of Social Law of the Yvan Franko National University of Lviv, who 
spoke about challenges of the 21st century in the sphere of work, ways of overcoming these challenges and 
forecasts for the future and 

Oksana Pyatkovska, Researcher of MIOK of the National University “Lviv Polytechnic”, who spoke about the 
Regulation of Ukrainian foreign labour migration: peculiarities and challenges in the current crisis. 

Following working group discussions, the conclusions were presented at the plenary session and commented 
by a panel composed of Oleksandr Dzhulyk, Soren Fibiger Olesen and Bert Van Caelenberg. 

There is a clear request for a minimum wage which takes account of for ex. the water price, which has 
doubled. 

It is the task of trade unions to watch over the respect for the labour legislation, and there is a need for a 
mobile group which will be able to provide assistance. Digitisation should also be applied in the trade union 
movement, for ex. a free movement database. More collective agreements should be concluded and 
implemented, also in public service sectors. 
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In the afternoon of 01.07, a visit was made to the greatest public hospital of Lviv with 950 beds. 

A tour around the laboratory working places was set up. Complaints are mainly related to the old material and 
insufficient wages (60 € + special services = 100 €/month). 

No surprise therefore that already six million people from Ukraine have migrated to places all over the world. 
While 40 000 students from Ukraine are studying for example in Poland and Czechia. 

The top 4 of emigration countries are Spain, Portugal, Germany and Poland. 

A strategy is failing because there are no data. So, a stimulus to return is also missing. Ukraine has also not 
yet ratified the ILO rules on migration. 

On our part as Eurofedop, the sectors which we will focus on in the beginning will be health care and justice. 

In order to optimise the relations, a delegation will be set up from Vienna to Lviv on 26-27.07. Moreover, 3 
delegates from Ukraine will participate in the seminar-congress of 19 to 21.09 in Vienna. 

 

 


