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ACOM host to AMI’s Annual Conference  
Vught (The Netherlands), 18-23.09.2016 

AMI stands for Apostolat Militaire International. Its objective 
as NGO is to “Strengthen Christian values within the armed 
forces worldwide”. 

The conference was attended by appr. 55 persons from 16 
countries (from 5 continents). 

Welcoming words were spoken by the president of ACOM, 
Leon van der Hulst, as well as the president of AMI, major 
general Norbert Sinn (Austria, retired). 

The theme which would dominate the discussions 
throughout the conference, was Laudato si’, the encyclical 

written by Pope Francis on the environment and sustainable development. Everything is interconnected. 
Nature cannot be seen as something apart from humanity. Swift global action by everyone is required to 
protect the planet. 

Henk Itzig Heine, rear admiral, Chief Personnel Director to the Dutch Armed Forces, underlined in his speech 
that the message of Laudato si’ corresponds with the message of the Dutch Armed Forces, which is 
‘Protecting what we value’. 

The former Chief of Staff of the Dutch Armed Forces, general Peter van Uhm (retired), spoke about ‘The 
meaning of mercy in military life’. By showing respect towards groups of the population and wounded or killed 
opponents in armed conflicts, this mercy could be reversed and be useful in the fight against undesired 
(hostile) elements. Nevertheless, this does not solve the question about bearing responsibility for the 
consequences of military action. 

The military bishop of Austria, Mgr. Werner Freistetter, came to the conclusion that in spite of Laudato si’ and 
its contents about the protection of the planet and the interconnection of everything, war can still be 
considered as a “legitimate means of defence”, although, obviously, certain restrictions are linked to this. 

Furthermore, reference was made to the educational function of AMI and one of the outcomes of the 
discussion in working groups was the need for discussing at national level the moral and ethical aspects of 
military action. 

ACOM announced that it would take such an initiative at national level in cooperation with the Spiritual Health 
Care Service of the Dutch Armed Forces. 

The conference was concluded by a Holy Mass in Saint John’s Cathedral in ‘s-Hertogenbosch. 
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