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Fighting terrorism: Do we have what it takes? 
Martens Centre, Brussels, 26.09.2016 

 

The Wilfried Martens Centre for European Studies held a session to launch the latest issue of its policy 
journal, European View, entitled ‘European security: a defining moment?’ The launch was marked by a panel 
discussion on the fight against terrorism and intelligence cooperation in Europe. 

The terrorist attacks that struck Europe recently were the deadliest in a decade. They have been labelled 
Europe’s own 9/11 and one of Europe’s greatest security threats since 1945. Some have posed the question 
whether terrorism could actually break the European Union. Without a doubt, this is a defining moment for 
European security. If the terrorist threat has the potential to break the Union, it could, alternatively, also make 
it. 

How can Europe take advantage of this momentum to strengthen cooperation on counter-terrorism and 
intelligence sharing? Are our existing structures, such as Europol, its recently launched European Counter 
Terrorism Centre and the European Arrest Warrant enough to tackle the terrorist threat or do we need an 
institutional revamp? 

On behalf of Eurofedop, Secretary General Bert Van Caelenberg attended the session. 

 

The panel was composed of moderator Ingrid Habets (in the middle), Senior Research Officer to the Martens 
Centre, Christiane Höhn (left) and Oldřich Bureš (right). 
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Oldřich Bureš is an associate professor at the department and head of the Center of Security Studies, both at 
Metropolitan University Prague. His research is focussed on the areas of Conflict Resolution and 
International Security, with special emphasis on United Nations peacekeeping operations, privatisation of 
security, and the EU counter-terrorism policy. 

He stated that, too long, there has been a top-down policy to counter terrorism and this has not been 
favourable to promoting the trust in national policies. 

To build trust between countries is only possible through networks and this takes time. 

Furthermore, he also noticed a shortage in sharing information. Some countries would rather share 
information with the USA than with European countries. 

He also spoke about SIS (Schengen Information System) and its functioning. 

In his speech, he regretted that national police and intelligence services have no real knowledge about 
Europol. Reasons for this are among others language problems and the countries’ structures. Nevertheless, 
he saw possible improvement for the relatively young organisation Europol through the appointment of liaison 
officers. 

Christiane Höhn is advisor to the European Union Counter-terrorism Coordinator since 2010. Her previous 
assignments at the EU included non-proliferation, transatlantic relations as well as counter-terrorism and 
international law. 

She said that the Council focuses on three themes, the transfer of information, the prevention of 
radicalisation and working with priority countries. 

She took a stance in favour of Europol and the joint counter-terrorism committees. Reservation about the use 
of data for analysis is exaggerated. This analysis is not about people, persons, but about data. 

During the debate, Bert Van Caelenberg asked about the statute of the ‘liaison officers’. If they are 
insufficiently supported at national level, their work will be useless. 

With the Council making proposals for new technology for SIS, we can ask ourselves if we are not heading 
once more for a 10 year impasse as with the previous contract assignment, said Bert Van Caelenberg on 
behalf of the EPU. 

After further discussion about the way in which FRONTEX, CEPOL, EUROJUST can play a role in counter-
terrorism, moderator Ingrid Habets closed the debate. 

The session was followed by a networking cocktail. 

 


