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WOW Congress 
Frankfurt (Germany), 05-08.10.2016 

“Positive – Constructive – Proactive” 

The World Organization of Workers is an international trade union federation protecting and promoting the 
interests of workers in the private services sector. The WOW provides information, expert advice and 
platforms for exchange of information (www.wownetwork.be). 

In front of an audience of 100 participants from Europe, Asia, Africa and Latin America, the opening address 
was spoken by Christian Hertzog, secretary general of the CGB from the host country. Greeting words were 
also expressed by the president of Eurofedop, who underlined that Eurofedop voted a special resolution on 
increased cooperation at its Congress on 21.09.2016 in Vienna. 

 

Introductory speeches were made on the subjects of “Are managers leaders?” and “Social dialogue as a 
positive, constructive and proactive way of working on civil society”. 

Activity reports were given by Europe, Peru, Venezuela, Asia, Argentina, Canada and Togo, after which a 
panel discussion took place with the delegates from the continents. Moderator was Bjørn van Heusden, 
executive secretary of the WOW. He has been the driving force of the WOW in recent years, such as for this 
world congress. 
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An important moment was the presentation of the book “The downfall of the WCL and the rise of the WOW”. 
The author is Piet Nelissen. As former collaborator of the WCL’s trade action, he has succeeded in giving us 
information from first hand. For those who want to learn more about the history of Christian-Social trade 
unionism, this is a book they should certainly consult. With inside information and photographic material, it 
has become a valuable survey from 1982 to 2013. Congratulations, Piet, on behalf of the whole of 
Eurofedop. 

After the approval of reports and other statutory Congress matters, resolutions were voted. 

Roel Rotshuizen, the leaving president, gave a survey of the organisation’s action programme. Søren Fibiger 
Olesen from the Kristelig Fagbevælse KRIFA (Denmark) was elected the new president. In his thanking 
words, he put emphasis on “values”. He will also aim at deepening the cooperation with Eurofedop. An 
intention declaration was accepted in this respect at the Congress. 

Something which the president of Eurofedop, Fritz Neugebauer, had also referred to at the first day of the 
Congress. 

On the closing day, secretary general Bert Van Caelenberg was given the honour of warmly congratulating 
the new president Søren and offering him his cooperation. 


