
 
Algemeen Secretariaat  •  Secrétariat Général  •  Generalsekretariat  •  Secretariat General  •  Secretaría General 

 

Europese Federatie van het Overheidspersoneel 
Fédération Européenne du Personnel des Services Publics  •  Europäische Föderation der Öffentlich Bediensteten 

European Federation of Employees in Public Services  •  Federación Europea del Personal de los Servicios Públicos 
Blijde Inkomstlaan 1-5, B-1040 Brussel, België  •  Avenue de la Joyeuse Entrée 1-5, B-1040 Bruxelles, Belgique 

tel. + 32 (0)2 230 38 65  •  eurofedop@eurofedop.org  •  www.eurofedop.org 

www.eurofedop.org 

 

New perspectives for Europe: Visegrád and the EU 
Wilfried Martens Centre for European Studies, Brussels (Belgium), 09.11.2016 

The current internal and external challenges seem to tear the member states of the European Union apart. 
Strategies to fight the IS as well as asylum policies and Brexit preparations reinforce the perception of a 
divided Europe. The four Visegrád countries Poland, Slovakia, the Czech Republic and Hungary have 
strengthened their collaboration in the last years. 

 

In order to answer these questions, introductory speeches were held by Ing. arch. Jaroslav KLAŠKA, 
Member of the Czech Parliament, KDU-CSL (Moravia) and Mgr. Nina NOVÁKOVÁ, Member of the Czech 
Parliament, TOP 09 (near Prague). 

This year the VISEGRÁD group celebrates its 25 years existence. 

Its activities have clearly increased with positions and actions on immigration. 

From the debate, it became clear that there are still differences between the members of the group and that 
for example Poland and Hungary are far more rebellious against Brussels than the others. 

For the Czech delegation, it was clear that their citizens are seriously worried about migration and are 
disappointed in Europe. 
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In the Communist period, they had for example much more contacts with the DDR than with Hungary. Hence 
their search for partners in Bavaria and Austria. 

Czechia and the Visegrád countries are still on their guard against Russia and that explains the common 
action they undertake in solidarity with Ukraine. 

More in line with present topics, is their wish to focus on security and defence. They want an alternative to 
NATO, their own European army. Under which form, is not yet clear. 

The European Union will have to shoulder more of the burden of defending itself against threats from the 
East and the South – that would have been the case even with a Clinton administration. Stronger defence 
structures within NATO, and better cooperation of law enforcement, are now more necessary than ever. 

The members of the Visegrád group increase their Defence budget with 2.5 % this year. Juncker already 
spoke of a Defence plan two years ago. One of the more direct actions after the inauguration of TRUMP 
could very well be that this file will be taken out of the freezer. 

A matter that we will follow up in the European Parliament for the colleagues of the Defence sector. 


