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Visit of Bert Van Caelenberg, Secretary General of Eurofedop, to LDF, the 
Eurofedop member organisation from Lithuania 

Vilnius (Lithuania), 14.02.2018 

Lithuania is celebrating this year its 100 years independence. 

Within the framework of activities organised in Vilnius, the 
Secretary General paid a visit to LDF-postal trade union. 

On Wednesday afternoon 14th February 2018, at the 
headquarters of the postal company from Lithuania, he spoke 
with Jelena Soms, responsible for LDF’s international 
contacts, as well as Janina Švedienė, secretary general and 
Svajūnas Andriulis, president of the postal section. 

One of the items of discussion was the trade union situation 
as it is currently experienced by LDF. In essence, they attach 
great importance to keeping individual contacts with 
members from different sectors and regions (www.ldf.lt). 

Once more, here too, national politics play a big role in the question whether nationally created committees 
function well or not. 

Lithuania has gone through a deep reform period with regard to its labour legislation. Employers and workers 
are still looking for the best way to deal with this. 

More and more pressure has been put on workers to break up with trade unions, sometimes with the false 
argument that the company’s secrets must be preserved. 

Social dialogue in the postal sector functions as it should within well-structured companies, but always with 
the focus on a sectoral approach. 
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100 years of independence will also be seized as an occasion by the postal company to set up a celebration, 
to which the members of Eurofedop are also invited. 

 

Bert Van Caelenberg spoke about Eurofedop’s programme for the year 2018, the follow-up to 50 years 
Eurofedop, some general activities and a special session dedicated to the postal sector in June in Vienna. 

LDF has gone through a difficult period as confederation. Faced with necessary adjustments to be made in 
the organisation, the modernisation of the trade union, the introduction of rapidly changing new technologies, 
this is not achievable without immense efforts from the trade union officials. 

Bert Van Caelenberg thanked LDF and its leaders for the meeting, expressed congratulations for 100 years 
of Lithuanian independence and would be glad to welcome members of LDF at board sessions and other 
meetings of Eurofedop. 

  


