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Council of Europe:  
Conference of INGOs concerned about Hungarian ‘Stop Soros package’ 

George Soros is a business man, aged 87, having both the US 
and Hungarian citizenship, who promotes the idea of open 
borders in Eastern Europe and financially supports NGOs that are 
committed to helping migrants and defending their interests. 

Hungary, like Poland and the Czech Republic, in spite of 
obligations under EU law, refuses to show solidarity with the 
countries of Italy and Greece by not taking up migrants/refugees 

who are relocated from those countries. 

A bill has been submitted to the Hungarian Parliament, on Tuesday 13 February 2018, according to which the 
Hungarian Minister of the Interior, in the end, would be allowed to ban NGOs that continue to support 
migration and, by doing so, pose a ‘national security risk’. 

The government even started a media campaign to “Stop Soros”. 

The question has been discussed by the Council of Europe’s Conference of INGOs as well as Expert Council 
on NGO Law in Strassburg. Together, they refer to the essential role played by NGOs in dealing with the 
migration crisis and ensuring that the rights of migrants and refugees are respected. Besides, NGOs such as 
the Hungarian Helsinki Committee and the Hungarian Civil Liberties Union, don’t only deal with migrants. 
Their action also benefits other vulnerable groups in Hungarian society, who will also be sincerely damaged 
by the new legislative proposals. 

The Conference of INGOs will continue to follow the situation and support Hungarian civil society in 
defending fundamental rights in Hungary. 
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