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COVID-19, the coronavirus and public services 

Very likely, the Croatian presidency had another idea of what their six months at the reins of 
Europe would be like. 

Their plan was to bring together experts from all over Europe to Zagreb to think together of what 
it means today to be European. 

Maybe we should also come together some time in a later stage to think together of what it means to be a 
European trade union after the crisis. In any case, this can be a theme for our Congress on 21-23/09/2020 in 
Ghent (BE). 

In the meantime, we can usefully spend our time now, to think of what we could not have imagined in normal 
circumstances: how we have come in this situation and how we want to pick up our lives again, once this 
terrible disaster will be behind us. 

Let us stand still for a while and think of what Jacques Delors has twittered 
recently, aged 94, who saw himself forced to break up the silence: “The EU is 
threatened in its life itself by the climate that seems to exist between the heads 
of states and governments and the lack of solidarity.” And he added to this: 

“The microbe is back.” 

And think of that other president, the one that we in Eurofedop could rely on for many years, who made a 
joke, that we believed was right but still shocked everyone. Standing with others on a platform, waiting for 
Viktor Orban to arrive, knowing how the situation was in Hungary and Poland, he was right when he said 
jokingly: “The dictator is coming.” 

And we as Eurofedop organisations choose the side of those who fight and are ready to do the utmost in 
their support for the men and women in the frontline, in hospitals, homes for the elderly, psychiatric 
institutions, prisons, … in short, in support of the employees of public services. 

Can we suggest solutions to Europe to bring new life into the system, so that the State can play its role 
again, health care has the means it needs and we can once again build a society on the basis of solidarity 
and common goals? 
  



Impe (Belgium), 10.04.2020 COVID-19, the coronavirus and public services 2 

 EUROFEDOP  

But where is Europe …? The Salvinis of this world ask themselves this question. But they are reluctant to 
give even a minimum of competences to the EU. And raise questions when Europe asks for more necessary 
means. 

Maybe it should not be necessary to transfer the whole of Public Health to the EU, but the establishment of a 
European mechanism of emergency, built around a European Health Agency, is urgently required. Let us 
hope that the Member States don’t choose to fight first for a couple of years over the place and country 
where such an Agency should be established, as happened on more occasions in the past. 

Will the Germans and Dutch be prepared to save something else than the eurozone and their own flesh? 
 

Anne Sander, Member of the European Parliament, tries in the meantime to convince her 
supporters that the European Parliament is not inactive. That actions have been undertaken 
in the field of the economy, employment, research, health, agriculture and mobility 
(newsletter@annesander.eu). 

 
 

Maybe it has not been noticed that Albania and North Macedonia are allowed to start up negotiations on 
their accession to the European Union. 

In October, the French President Emmanuel Macron blocked the green light for North Macedonia. As 
regards Albania, he did the same and was seconded by the Netherlands and Denmark. 

But with the European approval now been given, the European Commission will get the assignment to set 
up a negotiation framework for the two Balkan countries. 

And when the circumstances allow it, an EU summit with the Western Balkans will still be organised under 
the Croatian presidency in Zagreb. 

Item to be followed for our organisations in North Macedonia and Albania. 

 

 


