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EU Health Policy Platform 

On 10.04.2020 we wrote “But where is Europe …? The Salvinis of this world ask themselves this question. 
But they are reluctant to give even a minimum of competences to the EU. And raise questions when Europe 
asks for more necessary means.” 

Initiatives were already taken by the European Commission on 19.03.2020, here are some examples: 

Coronavirus: Commission proposes “€3 billion macro-financial assistance package to support ten 
neighbouring countries” 

The Commission has adopted a proposal for a €3 
billion macro-financial assistance (MFA) package to 
ten enlargement and neighbourhood partners to help 
them to limit the economic fallout of the coronavirus 
pandemic. The proposal comes on top of the Team 
Europe' strategy, the EU's robust and targeted 
response to support partner countries' efforts in 
tackling the coronavirus pandemic. It represents an 
important demonstration of the EU's solidarity with 
these countries at a time of unprecedented crisis.  

The proposal, following a preliminary assessment of financing needs, provides for the MFA funds to be 
distributed as follows: the Republic of Albania (€180 million), Bosnia and Herzegovina (250 million), Georgia 
(150 million), the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan (€200 million), Kosovo (€100 million), the Republic of 
Moldova (€100 million), Montenegro (€60 million), the Republic of North Macedonia (€160 million), the 
Republic of Tunisia (€600 million) and Ukraine (1.2 billion). Valdis Dombrovskis, Executive Vice-President 
for An Economy that Works for People said: "Supporting our neighbours is essential during this time of crisis 
to keep the entire region stable. As part of the EU's global response to the coronavirus pandemic, we need 
to help our neighbouring countries to cushion the worst of its economic impact.  
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These crisis MFA programmes' will assist 10 countries in ensuring macro-economic stability and protecting 
their people and companies during the crisis." 

State aid: Commission approves “€2 billion Finnish public guarantee and subsidised loan scheme to 
support companies affected by the coronavirus outbreak” 

The European Commission has approved a €2 billion Finnish aid scheme to support 
the Finnish economy in the context of the coronavirus outbreak. The scheme was 
approved under the State aid Temporary Framework adopted by the Commission 
on 19 March 2020, as amended on 3 April 2020.  

Executive Vice-President Margrethe Vestager, in charge of competition policy, said: 
"The €2 billion scheme will enable Finland to grant loans at favourable terms and to provide public 
guarantees on loans to companies affected by the coronavirus outbreak. It will help businesses cover their 
immediate investment and working capital needs, and support them to continue their activities and maintain 
employment during and after the crisis. 

State aid: Commission approves “€2 billion Slovak employment aid scheme to preserve jobs and 
support the self-employed during the coronavirus outbreak“ 

The European Commission has approved a €2 billion Slovak aid scheme for 
preserving employment and supporting self-employed individuals affected by the 
coronavirus outbreak and the emergency measures taken by the State.  

The scheme was approved under the State aid Temporary Framework adopted by 
the Commission on 19 March 2020, as amended on 3 April 2020. Executive Vice-

President Margrethe Vestager, in charge of competition policy, said: "The compensation of thousands of 
employers and self-employed persons during the state of emergency declared in Slovakia following the 
coronavirus outbreak will help those affected by the crisis to overcome these difficult times.  

State aid: Commission approves €50 million Italian subsidised loans scheme to support agriculture, 
forestry and fishery sectors affected by coronavirus outbreak in Friuli Venezia Giulia region  » 

The European Commission has approved a €50 million Italian scheme to support 
the agricultural, forestry and fishery sectors in the Friuli Venezia Giulia region in the 
context of the coronavirus outbreak.The scheme was approved under the State aid 
Temporary Framework adopted by the Commission on 19 March 2020, as amended 
on 3 April 2020. Executive  

Vice-President Margrethe Vestager, in charge of competition policy, said: "Even in the current situation 
where essential measures have been put in place to protect our healthcare during the coronavirus outbreak, 
buying food is a fundamental need of citizens. This Italian regional scheme will enable the provision of loans 
for all businesses active in the agricultural, forestry and fishery sectors in the Friuli Venezia Giulia region. 
The measure will help companies cover their immediate liquidity needs and continue their crucial activities in 
the food chain during these difficult times. 
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State aid: Commission approves “€75.5 million Estonian schemes in the form of direct grants and 
payment advantages to support companies in coronavirus outbreak”  

The European Commission has approved eight Estonian State aid schemes in the 
form of direct grants and payment advantages to provide liquidity to companies 
affected by the coronavirus outbreak.  

State aid: Commission approves “€100 million Italian guarantee scheme to support SMEs in the 
agriculture, forestry, fishery and aquaculture sectors affected by the coronavirus outbreak” 

The European Commission has approved a €100 million Italian State aid scheme to 
support small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in the agricultural, forestry, 
fishery and aquaculture sectors in the context of the coronavirus outbreak. The 
scheme was approved under the State aid Temporary Framework adopted by the 
Commission on 19 March 2020, as amended on 3 April 2020.  

 
 

 


