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66th Annual Conference of the Prison Officers’ Association 

Athlone (Ireland), 02.05.2013 

In the presence of 130 trade union delegates, the POA of Ireland held its 66th Annual Conference in Athlone, 
at 150 km to the West of Dublin. 

Representatives of the POA/UK attended the Congress, as well as Bert Van Caelenberg, Secretary General 
of EUROFEDOP  

John Clinton, secretary general of the POA, gave a survey of POA activities planned in 2013. 

 

Greeting words were expressed by Jim Henson, Mayor of Athlone, after which the floor was given to Alan 
Shatter TD, Minister of Justice and Defence of Ireland. The Minister spoke about subjects of interest to 
Justice and Prisons in Ireland, such as the probation policy, the rehabilitation of prisoners, the building of new 
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prisons and the renovation of departments in existing prisons. He also spoke about a new complaints 
procedure for prisoners, a subject which meets considerable resistance with prison officers. Nevertheless, 
the Minister was grateful about the open spirit of communication shown by the POA and prison officers, 
especially in view of the savings to be executed in the sector, to the amount of EUR 300 million. 

The POA underlined that it is their wish to cooperate constructively with the Minister and introduced 
alternative proposals, which would make it possible to exclude linear salary cuts affecting prison officers. 
Moreover, they warned against security risks caused by savings policies. The penitentiary is not an ordinary 
public service, but a service which involves a certain amount of risks to the prison officer. 

Bert Van Caelenberg started his speech by praising the POA for taking their responsibility. Responsibility had 
also been the general theme of the Eurofedop Congress which took place in early April in Luxemburg and the 
POA/Ireland are a trade union which has perfectly understood the message that “in order to ensure their 
future, trade unions have to take their responsibility”. 

Furthermore, the Secretary General of EUROFEDOP spoke about the challenges related to safety and 
security in Europe and the need for intensifying the cooperation between EU member states in this respect. 
In times of economic crisis, he also underlined that the importance of social dialogue increases. Social 
dialogue is an essential condition for a well-functioning economy. 

At the end of a short break, Bert Van Caelenberg had a brief conversation with the Minister. He said that 
security has more and more become a matter in which the services of Police, Justice and Defence 
cooperate. The Minister replied that a European conference has been planned in June in Brussels, where the 
responsible Ministers for those sectors will meet and discuss the strategy to be followed. 

(To us, it is clear that, in view of the Stockholm programme which comes to an end (2014), the aim of the 
conference in Brussels will be to determine what comes after the Stockholm programme.) 


