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67th Annual Conference of the Prison Officers’ Association (Ireland) 

Sligo (Ireland), 08.05.2014 

One of the prominent speakers was John 
Clinton, General Secretary, who gave an 
extensive description of the way in which, 
since last year’s annual conference, he 
had succeeded in adequately fulfilling the 
tasks he had been assigned to as general 
secretary. In charge of managing the 
organisation’s secretariat, he had been 
responsible for the union’s daily affairs 
and maintaining relations with the 

organisation’s National Executive Council. In particular, he mentioned the close contacts which he had had 
with the UK’s POA and his tasks as Vice-President of EUROFEDOP and President of the Justice Trades 
Council. 

More in detail, General Secretary Clinton spoke 
about matters such as: pensions, sick leave, 
equality and the POA’s subscription to the 
Haddington Road Agreement, which sets out the 
modalities of collective agreements proposed by 
the Irish Labour Relations Commission (LRC) 
with the country’s individual public service 
sectors in order to meet the target of reducing 
the country’s government deficit to less than 3 % 
in 2015. 
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Other speakers were Deputy General Secretary Jim Mitchell and Assistant General Secretaries Gabriel 
Keaveny and Karl Dalton. 

Violence in prisons, in particular assaults on staff, was an item reoccurring in many speeches. Thus the 
government had made a move to make an end to the allowance of EUR 30.69 a week as danger pay for 
prison officers in Ireland’s high security prison of Portlaoise, claiming that the number of dangerous offenders 
in that prison had reduced considerably. The POA, by the mouth of John Clinton, Gabriel Keaveny and Jim 
Mitchell, strongly protested against such measure and underlined that staff continued to be confronted on a 
regular basis with violent offenders. It is absolutely unacceptable that assaults on staff would be treated as a 
‘part of the job’ affair and that offenders committing such acts would not have to stand trial and can go 
unpunished. 

On behalf of Eurofedop, Secretary General Bert Van Caelenberg participated in the conference. He once 
more repeated EUROFEDOP’s stance against the privatisation of prisons and underlined that only the State 
can be responsible for the execution of sentences pronounced by Courts of Justice. He also spoke about 
violence in prisons and stated that an important role in preventing violence in prisons is the assurance of 
decent living conditions for prisoners. He mentioned the visit performed by a Eurofedop delegation to 
Budapest prison and the participation of an important Eurofedop delegation in the rally and lobby of 
Parliament set up by the POA of the UK. He concluded his speech by announcing Eurofedop’s seminar 
which will take place this year, on the theme of ‘mobility and migration in the public service’, in Edinburgh, 
Scotland, in collaboration with the Scottish POA. 

On the day preceding the annual 
conference, Secretary General Bert 
Van Caelenberg had a meeting with 
PDFORRA, Eurofedop’s member 
organisation representing the 
military staff of Ireland.  

At the office of PDFORRA, he 
spoke with Gerry Rooney, General 
Secretary, and Simon Devereux, 
Deputy General Secretary of 
PDFORRA. 


