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CESI Trade Council “Justice” warns against  
privatisation tendencies in penitentiary systems 

Brussels (CESI Offices), 30.05.2012 

The CESI Trade Council “Justice” met on 30 May 2012 in order to discuss  
different sector-related topics and experiences of member organisations. 

Chairman Mark Freeman (POA) welcomed the participants at the CESI 
Secretariat General in Brussels and led them through the meeting which 
addressed topics such as privatisation, economic constraints, specialization 
and ongoing education of prison staff, overcrowding of prisons, electronic 
tagging and the impact of the Stockholm programme on the respective 
sectors. 

Application of electronic tagging remains a controversial issue: what 
constitutes a relief for some (due to overcrowded prisons) is a gateway to 
privatisation and profit for others. In general terms, electronic tagging has to 
be applied carefully and very selectively, since not all detainees fulfill the 
necessary conditions for tagging. 

When it comes to austerity measures due to the crisis and economic 
constraints, members expressed their worries for privatisation tendencies in 
the penitentiary system that go beyond auxiliary services such as catering, 
to the very core activities of penitentiary staff. These tendencies harm 
human rights principles and the principle of sovereignty, since private 
organisations consider profit-making as their priority. 

A solution for tackling this trend could be the ongoing education and 
specialisation of prison staff in order to create competitive advantage over 
private employees, and to guarantee not only the punishment of 
delinquents, but also their supervision and reintegration into society with the 
help of specialised staff. In this respect, recognition of the prison staff that 
carry out important services for society, as well as the awareness of their 
daily tasks and activities have to increase. 
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This Trade Council was also an occasion to thank Johann Winkelbauer for his many years’ commitment as 
representative of the GÖD/FCG (Austria). 

He was congratulated on this by secretary general Bert Van Caelenberg who also involved Mrs Winkelbauer 
in his words of appreciation and also spoke on behalf of President Fritz Neugebauer. 

Mr Winkelbauer’s successor will be Markus Wallnberger. 
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