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CoR OPEN DAYS 2014: Growing together – Smart investment for people 
“The importance of using the European Structural and Investments Funds  

to drive sustainable healthcare systems” 

Committee of the Regions, Brussels, 07.10.2014 

Good health is recognised as an important asset 
for regional development and competitiveness. 
Yet health inequalities are increasing across 
Europe’s regions, as shown by the WHO. 

The European Association COCIR and its 
partners, the Assembly of European Regions 
(AER) and the European Hospital and Healthcare 
Federation (HOPE) offered a debate 
demonstrating the critical role European 
Structural and Investment Funds can play in 
achieving sustainable healthcare models, with 
better access for and inclusion of patients. 

Under the new EU Structural and Investments Funds rules, these can still support Member States and their 
regions in transforming and modernising their healthcare systems. During the debate, it was discussed how 
investment in health infrastructure and eHealth, in innovative care delivery models and in qualitative training 
of health professionals represent an effective use of EU Structural and Investment Funds. 

Ideas were exchanged on 

- How to leverage the use of EU Structural and Investment Funds to invest in medical and health ICT 
technologies as well as in healthcare professionals training and education; 

- Past experiences and best practices from beneficiaries of EU Structural and Investment Funds in 
healthcare projects 
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- The potential of medical and health ICT technologies to help improve quality, drive efficiencies in 
healthcare delivery and tackle health inequalities. 

- Panellists were: 

- Michael Ralph, Adviser to the Deputy Director-General, DG REGIO, European Commission 

- Sylvain Giraud, Head of Unit D1 “Strategy and International”, DG SANCO, European Commission 

- Karsten Uno Petersen, Vice-President of the Regional Council of Syddanmark (Denmark) & President of 
AER Committee “Social Policy and Public Health” 

- Susana Fernandez Nocelo, Coordinator of European Projects, Galician Health Authority (Spain) 

The DG REGIO stated that social inclusion can also be achieved through health. With a view to laying down 
objectives, they have taken account of both hospital care and primary care. 

The DG SANCO is involved in investment in health and social investment through the Treaty. 

It has developed a document on health system reforms, focusing on capacity building, demographic changes 
and active ageing. Moreover, on removal of health inequalities and health formation. 

Panellists from Poland, Greece, Denmark and 
Spain presented the results of projects set up in 
their country. 

Whereas the Greeks paid much attention to 
“human capital”, the Danish had been more 
active in PPPs (private public partnerships). 

In the course of the debate, Bert Van 
Caelenberg asked the Commission if all the 
funds had been used. 

Mr Ralph stated that 98 % of funds had been 
spent. 

Further on during the discussion, when Bert Van Caelenberg described the bad situation in Romania, the 
Commission admitted that, without any doubt, there is a lack of know-how in certain countries to make 
projects end or start successfully. 

Moreover, it was stated that the DG REGIO has been working with a separate “capacity unit” department for 
two years. The aim of this department is to offer technical assistance programmes to countries which need 
this. 

A final conclusion of the regions was that they still have to proceed too much through their national 
administrations to reach the Commission. They insist on having direct contacts with the European 
Commission. 


