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37th Congress Fnact-CFTC 

Cap-d'Agde (France), 16-18.10.2012 

2014 : L’avenir se décide aujourd’hui 
(2014 :The future is decided today) 

Trade union militants from territorial communities, members of the CFTC, are more than ever facing a major 
challenge. At their Congress in Cap d’Agde on 16-18.10.2012, they defined their strategy and appointed the 
team which will have to guide the CFTC of territorial communities towards the trade union elections which 
will be held in this sector in 2014. The aim at those elections will be to defend as best as possible the 
position of Fnact as representative organisation. 

Give assistance to civil servants, give orientation to reforms.  

If the territorial communities have been hit head-on by the crisis, the civil servants have to absorb the shock 
wave. Personnel cuts, pooling of services, reorganisation, failing training and management, impact of IT and 
above all a stronger, sometimes harsher social demand. 

Internally, within the functioning of territorial communities, in the contacts with the public or their partners, 
civil servants have to constantly adapt themselves to varying contexts and are faced, basically, with the 
achievement of the intermunicipal map and the pooling of services. 

The national work in periods when salaries are frozen is long and wearisome. The congress participants 
have defined together the means they intend to mobilise, both in terms of communication and supportive 
actions as well as training with a view to reconciling simultaneously their basic tasks. 

Bert Van Caelenberg was given the floor on 18.10.2012. He held a speech in which he spoke of the crisis in 
Europe as well as the tasks to be accomplished by public services and local communities in times of crisis. 

Moreover, he spoke of the cooperation with the Fnact-CFTC at the 
European Parliament in Strassburg and the important task which the 
delegate of Fnact fulfils in European social dialogue. 

Together with the congress participants, he noticed that social 
dialogue also undergoes the effects of the crisis. Its mere existence is 
put under threat and, at local level, we see how a great number of 
administrators have doubts about the good reason of this dialogue. 

He also spoke about today’s important theme of “the working time 
directive”. 
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Useless to say that the directive and its possible review directly concern certain services of local authorities 
such as the police, fireworkers, hospitals, etc. 

To conclude, he underlined that Eurofedop is of the opinion that the social dialogue potential can only be 
fully developed if the trade union landscape is not dominated by limited trade union forces. We believe in 
progress through pluralism, through diversity and reject measures which would consist in excluding certain 
groups from the debate. 

The secretary general’s speech was followed by a long applause. In the course of the debate, Bert Van 
Caelenberg referred once more to the importance of Fnact-CFTC within Eurofedop. 

The newly elected board will be in office for the next 4 years: 

President: Gilles Debiais 

Vice-presidents : - Patrice Beunard, 

- Awa Burlet, 

- Alain Mazeau. 

Alain Mazeau was no longer candidate to the post of secretary general. He will henceforth be responsible for 
training and the European policy. 

As new secretary general, Patrick CAPONE was elected. 

 
 

The Congress in figures 

The 37th Congress marked the end of the last cycle of three years, provided for in the Statutes, with the 
election of a new federal board (14 members), new federal council (36 members) and new leading team. 
The 110 CFTC representatives, which had come from all over France, elected the council members and 
decided to change the organisation of the Congress which will henceforth take place every 4th instead of 
every 3rd year. Those who will take part in the board, will elect their president, vice-presidents, treasurer and 
secretary general. The voting powers of the CFTC representatives will be proportionate to the number of 
members they represent. 
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Fin du congrès d'Agde (18 octobre) : l'intervention du secrétaire général de l'Eurofedop 

http://youtu.be/slMNJhVPR6g 

http://youtu.be/6bsOq4egKlE 

http://youtu.be/mEPTou8Fivk 
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