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Decease of EPP President Wilfried Martens (1936-2013) 
(Brussels, 11.10.2013) 

Co-founder of the European People’s Party (EPP) in 
1976, Wilfried Martens has always been a dedicated 
defender of the European cause. Being a member of the 
Belgian Christian-Democratic party CD&V, he was Prime 
Minister of Belgium from 1979 to 1992, with only a short 
interruption in 1981. Under his impulse, the EPP 
became the biggest political group in the European 
Parliament. He was EPP President from 1990 to 2013. 

Jean-Luc Dehaene, MEP, former Prime Minister of 
Belgium, and close co-operator of Wilfried Martens for 
several decades during the last century, praised the 

strong commitment towards society of the deceased. Until the very end, Wilfried Martens’ goal was to work 
hard for the improvement of society. 

Herman Van Rompuy, President of the European Council, who has also closely cooperated with Wilfried 
Martens on the Belgian political scene, said Martens had a great sense of duty and was a man of strong 
European convictions. 

European Commission President José Manuel Barroso said he felt great sadness when he heard the news 
about the death of Wilfried Martens, who was a great statesman and a man of strong convictions and values. 
Especially the personal commitment of Wilfried Martens towards helping (centre-wing) parties integrate into 
the new democracies of Central and Eastern Europe has been of great importance. 

Willy Claes, of the Belgian socialist party, has been both co-operator and opponent of Wilfried Martens in the 
subsequent governments led by the late EPP President. In spite of the fact that they were political opponents, 
they became friends and Willy Claes specially mentioned the quality of Wilfried Martens to reach 
compromises. 

Interview with Bert Van Caelenberg, Secretary General of EUROFEDOP, who had regular contacts 
with Wilfried Martens in the period that he was trade union delegate in the University Hospital of 
Ghent, Belgium 

What can you say about the political career of Wilfried Martens, in Belgium and in Europe? 

Having completed his law studies in 1960, Wilfried Martens first committed himself to defending the Flemish 
cause. In 1965, however, he became member of the CVP, the Christian-Democratic Party, now called the 
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CD&V and only seven years later, he became the president of that party. He was the architect of the Belgian 
federal system and was the Prime Minister of nine Belgian governments. 

As Eurofedop, we have known Wilfried Martens, first as Member of the European Parliament, later as 
president of the EPP group in the European Parliament and then as the EPP President. 

At the time, Filip Wieers was president of Eurofedop and because he was a personal friend of Wilfried 
Martens, we were regularly given the opportunity to meet him and discuss with him the matters which 
concerned us as European Trade Union Federation. Thus he supported our initiatives for European trade 
union pluralism. 

How would you describe Wilfried Martens as a person? 

In the 20 years that I have known Wilfried Martens in Europe, I have learnt to appreciate him as one of the 
few statesmen who committed himself completely to the European cause. I will specially remember his 
patience and the way in which he had respect for everyone’s ideas, friends or opponents. 

He had a natural feeling for cultural differences, for the political identity of parties from different countries and 
that made him the ideal person to lead the EPP. 

To conclude, the European People’s Party has lost its great inspirer, what will the future look like? 

A few days before Wilfried Martens passed away, he transferred the leadership of the European People’s 
Party, ‘temporarily’, to Joseph Daul, President of the EPP Group in the European Parliament. Whoever may 
ultimately assume the presidency of the EPP, we are sure that the party will be led with the same dedication, 
the same enthusiasm and the same political spirit shown by its last President. 

We are grateful for the time that we were given the opportunity to cooperate with him and will carry forward 
his ideas of personalism and pluralism for trade unions in Europe. 

We express our sincere condolences to the family, the friends and the colleagues of the deceased. 


