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Plenary session of the European Parliament 
Strassburg (France), 08-11.06.2015 

EP recommendations with regard to TTIP negotiations 

This subject clearly divided the two big political groups. Manfred Weber, EPP president, spoke of diverging 
opinions within the Socialist Group during his press conference. As for himself, he stuck to the position that 
those who refuse today the debate, say no to the future employment of jobless youth. A big problem remains 
the proposed regulation with regard to ISDS (Investor-State Dispute Settlement). We on our part remain of 
the view that health care, social services and education should be excluded from the negotiations. 

The voting took place at 12:00 on Wednesday. 

Russian propaganda and threats at the Black Sea 

The Lithuanian Christian-Democrat, Gabrielius Landsbergis, launched a call for making available money for 
anti-propaganda purposes. With this money, he wants to support Russian citizens who aim for more 
democracy and justice. 

In the Parliament corridors, there was much talking about Putin’s black list. Among the politicians included on 
that list are Bernd Posselt and Tunne Kelam. Apart from the 89 EU politicians banned from entry to Russia, 
there is also a black list of civil servants and military staff. The Baltic States and Poland are the driving forces 
behind actions against Russia. 

Hungarian proposal to reintroduce the death penalty 

About the proposal launched by Prime Minister Viktor Orbán to reintroduce the death penalty in his country,  
a conversation took place last week between the EPP and the Prime Minister. The debate in Parliament was 
on Tuesday, the voting took place on Wednesday. 
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This week is make or break for Greece 

Journalists fear today a humanitarian crisis when, just before the tourist season starts, VAT would also be 
chargeable on foods and hotels. The EPP proposed to make the rich pay in Greece and make an agreement 
with Switzerland about the release of data. Germany and France would once more make an attempt with 
Greece on Wednesday, after President Obama insisted at the G7 Summit (the biggest money supplier of the 
IMF) that the Greek would make up their mind. 

Press conference of Commissioners Valdis DOMBROVSKIS and Marianne THYSSEN - “College 
Readout on the Orientation Debate” 

The Commissioners reported on the social matters 
which had been decided at the Council which took 
place on Tuesday morning in Brussels. 

How to ensure a bigger place to the social dimension 
in macroeconomic policies. The Commissioners 
received the guarantee of this at the Council. They 
noticed with us that the citizens see little of the social 
inclusion targets becoming true. 

Better use should be made of the available 
instruments. Europe should go back to the citizen. 

Key words are: 

1) better coordination of policies; 

2) strengthening the role of the social partners; 

3) modernising EU employment and social legislation; 

4) EU financing instruments.  

To the question raised by journalists why all this takes so long, Commissioner 
Thyssen answered that, first, the Council has to approve the general lines (as 
happened last Tuesday) and then initiatives can be taken at legislative level. 
Thus initiatives will be taken in the field of mobility matters, the posting of 
workers, health regulations, the working time directive. The Commission does 
not have the intention of intervening in national security systems. But they will 
work at the determination of minimum level parameters. Such as for 
employment benefits with the aim of overcoming the crisis. 

Paneuropean working group of the EPP Group 

At the invitation of Dr. Paul Rübig (ÖVP, Austria), five MEPs of Croatia took part in the meeting on Tuesday 
evening. They gave a survey of 2 years EU membership. 

Dubravka ŠUICA, head of the delegation, said that the balance was positive. They participate  in five 
parliamentary committees. They want to be a bridge for South-Eastern Europe (sounds better than Western 
Balkans). They have worked on the infrastructure to improve the connections with Budapest and Banja Luka. 
They underline the importance of preserving their own culture and tradition but the biggest challenge remains 
youth unemployment (48%). With a brain drain of around 30 000 young people. 
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Ivana MALETIĆ talked about the lack of making use of the social and other funds. 50% of  those funds 
remain unused. Something which we notice also with regard to Romania and Bulgaria. 

Marjana PETIR has above all been active with the aim of improving living conditions in rural areas. The 
creation of new local markets for farmers. 

Andrej PLENKOVIĆ, who has been mainly active in the foreign affairs committee, has noticed how difficult 
the accession negotiations can be. He intervenes actively, not to slow down the process, but to explain what 
the acquis communautaire is all about. 

Davor STIER has been mainly active these last two years with regard to the migration policy. With the aim of 
investing in the security of our citizens and fighting corruption. 

 

It was a good debate with clear info and a dynamic Croatian team. However, unfortunately, no one of the 
team is busy with the social policy, or did I miss that? 

 


