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Plenary session of the European Parliament 
Strassburg (France), 01-04.02.2016 

Tuesday 02/02/2016 

Establishment of a European Platform to enhance cooperation in the prevention and deterrence of 
undeclared work 

The rapporteur is Georgi Pirinski (A8-0172/2015) 

It was clear that this dossier had the special attention of Commissioner Marianne 
THYSSEN. Moreover, Parliament showed its interest by intensively participating 
in the debate. 

Undeclared work is not only unfair towards people but it also makes victims of 
companies and small and medium-sized enterprises which chose to work by the 
rules. It is not easy to measure the extent to which it occurs in society, but, 
according to some figures, this may be 15 to 20 %. 

The Commissioner aims at achieving results with a multidisciplinary approach, 
across borders and across sectors, with the exchange of best practices and 
cooperation with EUROFOUND, OSHA and the trade unions. 

The Council will make a decision on 24/02. The subject will be dealt with in plenary session in March. The 
Commissioner aims at having a first meeting of the platform in the summer of 2016. A working programme 
will be submitted to the European Economic and Social Committee, the European Parliament and other 
institutions. 

During the debate, Romana TOMC (EPP, Slovenia) spoke about consequences in the long term and bogus 
(i.e. falsely declared) self-employment. Jutta STEINRUCK (S&D, Germany) is of the view that the platform 
should be considered as a first step. She wants more binding measures and, when she spoke about 
letterbox firms, she made a call for the cooperation across borders of (the civil servants of) labour inspection 
services. 
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Marian HARKIN (ALDE, Ireland) agreed that all member states should participate in the platform. But actions 
will be voluntary. So, it will be more a matter of the “carrot” than of the “stick”. Later on, she would also 
participate in the debate with Commissioner Pierre MOSCOVICI on tax evasion. 

Later on, she would also declare that, according to her, these two dossiers should be dealt with together and 
that initiatives had to be taken at both levels. 

In general, we can say that the greatest majority of 
Parliament Members supported the text of the 
rapporteur. Some MEPs also spoke about the 
details, and referred for example to the abuse 
made of young trainees. Of course, it will be 
necessary to examine how the directive on the 
posting of workers should be adjusted. And what to 
say about Spain, where 1.3 million people (i.e. 18 
% of the working population) work in this – illicit – 
way? 

Without a debate with the official national labour 
inspection services, it will be difficult to reach effective results. Eurofedop attended the session and made its 
position known in Strassburg. Moreover, in the course of next week, we will bring our position to the Cabinet 
of Ms Thyssen. 


