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Message on the Plenary Session of the European Parliament 
Strassburg (France), 15-16.12.2015 

One of the concerns of Eurofedop is to establish good relations with the European Parliament. The session 
of 15-16.12 provided us with an excellent opportunity to officially invite some of Parliament’s Members to the 
celebration of 50 years Eurofedop. Some of those Members have namely participated in trade council 
sessions and seminars which we have organised in recent years. 

A number of items discussed during this plenary session were directly linked with items we attach great 
importance to within our organisation, such as  
- Debate with Jean-Claude Juncker on migration, EMU, terrorism and the Brexit referendum. 
- Debate with Frans Timmermans on tighter controls at the external borders. 
- Protection of terrorism victims. 
- The digital single market (vote in committee). 
- A conversation was held with MEP Jeroen Lenaers on the Dutch presidency of the Council of the 

European Union from 01.01.2016 to 30.06.2016. 
- Presentation by Commissioner Marianne Thyssen on her report on Labour Mobility with debate. In relation 

to this item, we made a request for being granted a meeting with the Commissioner in Brussels. 

Debate on tighter controls at the external borders 

On 15/12, Commission Vice-President Frans Timmermans gave a presentation on the Commission 
proposals for strengthening the Border Protection Agency FRONTEX and creating a European border and 
coast guard. 

The inflow of 1.5 million refugees (= twice the inflow of the last 5 years) has raised questions about the need 
for maintaining the Schengen agreements. A group of 500 permanently available border guards would be 
created. They will assist the national border guards but also be able to take initiatives of their own. Thus a 
proposal for creating a return office was made, which would be charged among others with the task of 
organising return flights. 
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Commissioner Avramopoulos gave more details and pointed to the obligation of exchanging information. An 
agency will be charged with the analysis and indicate where the weak spots are. On the basis of this analysis, 
it will be possible to take operational measures in two (2) days. 

From the 743 officers who should have already been in office today, only 443 are actually in place. With the 
creation of the agency which would be charged with organising the returns, all posts will have to be filled up. 
Moreover, a new standard European travel document   would be created for the return of irregular third 
country nationals (nationals from non-EU countries). And, as was also requested by the European 
Parliament, a solution has been found to the fear that all these measures would have negative effects on 
fundamental rights. 

The EPP and S&D took a positive stance in the debate. Other, smaller groups had divergent opinions. 
According to one of those groups, the proposal did not go far enough (ALDE), while a representative from 
Wilders’ party (Netherlands) said that priority should be given to the returns. 

In reply to the question whether the EPP can agree with the position taken by Orban in Hungary, Hohlmeier 
of the CDU/EPP said that the Socialists in Slovakia even had proposed to burn Muslims. 

In this way, no one got any wiser from the debate, which lasted two hours. 

The Commission has made a decision and the majority of Parliament supports this decision. Now it is for our 
members of national administrations and the Police and Defence to find out what their posting opportunities 
are. 


