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European Parliament 

Strassburg (France), 02-05.07.2012 

Plenary session 

1. Meeting of the Paneuropean EPP working group 

Theme: meeting with H.E. Bishop Franjo KOMARICA of Banja Luka (Bosnia and Herzegovina) 
European Parliament, 3rd July 2012 

The Bishop spoke in sombre terms about the situation in his country, where the DATON agreements fail to 
stimulate the emergence of young political forces. Nevertheless, they are trying to give young people 
political training in Christian schools (where all young people are welcome). On the other hand, he deplored 
the lack of a forceful common political vision of the European Parliament with regard to his country. 

In the debate, MEP Eduard 
KUKAN of Slovakia referred to the 
need for Bosnia and Herzegovina 
to work at a CONSTITUTION of 
ITS OWN. Moreover, the people of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina should 
take initiatives on their own. 
Maybe the EU membership of 
Croatia can bring them closer to 
the EU. 

MEP Anna IBRISAGIC of 
Denmark (born in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina) can, through her 
presence in delegations to 
countries in the Western Balkans, 
give expert advice to EPP actions 
set up in the area. 

Bert Van Caelenberg spoke with 
the Bishop and invited him to 
participate as expert of the 
Western Balkans in the Eurofedop 

seminar on social dialogue in Western Balkan countries on 7 and 8 September 2012 in Zagreb, Croatia. 
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2. Important items on the agenda of the plenary session 

Review of the Danish presidency 

The Danish Prime Minister, Helle Thorning-Schmidt, stated that jobs and growth, financial responsibility, a 
greener economy and a safe Europe had been the priorities of the Danish presidency. 

European Commission President José Manuel Barroso underlined that an important achievement during the 
Danish presidency was the cap put on data roaming which is an important step to protect consumers against 
shock bills and complete the digital single market. 

In the area of justice and home affairs, considerable progress has been made in the field of asylum and visa 
regulations. Nevertheless, Schengen remains an issue of concern. Through the change of the legal basis, 
which gives national countries more power to introduce border controls and limits the management role of 
the European Parliament, the EU key principle of the free movement of people is put under threat. During 
the debate on ‘breaches of Schengen rules’ in the plenary session on 4th July, all MEP speakers agreed that 
the role of the European Parliament in the governance of Schengen should not be weakened. MEP van de 
Camp (EPP) pleaded for community control on the implementation of Schengen and colleague Hubert Pirker 
(EPP) underlined that a possible re-introduction of border controls should be decided at EU level, in 
emergency cases and after careful examination. Nevertheless, the principle of freedom of travel for 
European citizens, without border controls, should remain the key principle. Commissioner Malström 
indicated that the proposal for a shift in governance towards the European Commission was precisely to 
obtain an independent European-based evaluation system. She made an appeal for coming together again, 
after a well-deserved summer break, to look for a solution that all institutions can approve. 

Programme of the Cypriot presidency of the EU from 01/07 to 31/12/2012 

The President of Cyprus, Demetris Christofias, presented the programme “to achieve a better Europe”. He 
underlined that a more social Europe was needed and criticised austerity, which has made the crisis worse. 
He ended by stating that Cyprus is a small country with the ambition of serving Europe without a national 
interest. 

The EPP Political Group Chairman Joseph Daul expressed the wish that, during the Cypriot presidency, the 
EU would become more integrated, politically, fiscally and socially. 

Debate on implementation of EU water legislation, European Parliament - 3rd July 2012 

The debate took place on the basis of report A7-0192/2012, drawn up by rapporteur Richard SEEBER (EPP, 
Austria). 

In the text adopted on 3rd July, the European Parliament, “Recognises that water is a shared resource of 
humankind and a public good and that access to water should constitute a fundamental and universal right, 
…”. Current trends in water use, however, are often unsustainable due to inefficient practices resulting in 
water wastage. Parliament calls for the strengthening of public awareness and education on water issues 
and underlines the primary role of regional and local authorities and civil society organisations in awareness-
raising campaigns. Moreover, water, and water ecosystems have no administrative borders.  

Parliament calls on the Commission, the Member States and the relevant authorities at all levels to take into 
account the relevant outcomes of the Rio+20 Conference on Sustainable development, ensuring that access 
to potable water is guaranteed as a fundamental human right. 



Strassburg (France), 02-05.07.2012 European Parliament 3 

 EUROFEDOP  

3. European Parliament Special Committee on organised crime, corruption and money 
laundering - CRIM 

This committee was created in March 2012 and its term of office will be one year with 
the possibility of extension for another six months. Its purpose is to study the criminal 
activities above-mentioned and draw up an effective plan to fight them at EU level. 

Bert Van Caelenberg had a meeting with MEP Wim van de Camp (EPP, 
Netherlands), member of the CRIM committee. Considering that meetings of CRIM 
are not always free to attend, Eurofedop will be able to contact MEP van de Camp 
who will subsequently represent and defend our positions during CRIM meetings. 

On 11 and 12 July 2012, a hearing will be organised in the European Parliament in 
Brussels on ‘Organised crime in the EU: Fields of activity and instruments - 
prevention, investigation and repression’. This hearing will be followed by visits of a 
CRIM delegation to Serbia (week of 16 July, with evaluation meeting on 17 

September) and to Italy (week of 29 October, with evaluation meeting on 12 November). In the meantime, 
several sessions are planned to study in detail the various aspects of the criminal activities under question. 

4. Committee Transport (TRAN) 

Trade union meeting, European Parliament, 3rd July 2012 
Theme: Groundhandling services at Union airports 

The groundhandling services at airports include all those services which are necessary in support of airline 
operations, such as fuelling, maintenance, baggage handling, catering, check-ins, etc. Those services have 
been gradually opened to competition through Council Directive 96/67/EC. Today, however, due to the 
enormous increase in air traffic operations, that directive does not meet the requirements anymore and 
should be adapted. The proposal consists in increasing the access to groundhandling services for more 
operators. From the trade union point of view, the following remarks were made: when services are taken 
over by new operators, those operators should take over “all” services. The working conditions enjoyed by 
the personnel of groundhandling services, for example with regard to remuneration, decent work, should be 
maintained and cannot be changed for the worse.  Training should be provided before work is taken up and 
quality standards should apply to the whole of the European territory. 

One of the trade unions representing the interests of workers in the transport sector, is ETF, the European 
Transport Workers’ Federation. They are against the further opening of the market for groundhandling 
services and underline that, in all cases, the rights of workers should be guaranteed. 

5. OLAF 

European anti-fraud office recovers €691 million in 2011 

The European Union budget finances a wide range of programmes and 
projects which improve the lives of citizens across the EU and beyond. 
Improper use of funds provided by the Union budget or the evasion of 
taxes, duties and levies which fund the Union budget, directly harms 
European citizens and compromises the entire European project. 

OLAF (Office européen de lutte anti-fraude) protects the financial 
interests of the European Union by combating fraud, corruption and any 

other illegal activities. 

OLAF is part of the European Commission and falls under the responsibility of the Commissioner in charge 
of Taxation and Customs Union, Audit and Anti-Fraud (currently: Algirdas Šemeta, Lithuania). 

It was very successful in 2011 and managed to recover €691 million for the EU taxpayer as a result of the 
investigations it carried out and the recommendations it made to Member States for opening fraud cases. 

Bert Van Caelenberg 
Secretary General Eurofedop 


