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European Parliament 

Strasbourg (France), 10-13.12.2012 

Plenary session 

Bert Van Caelenberg, secretary general of Eurofedop, attended this session. Under the many items 
discussed, the following deserve our special attention: 

1. Prevention of age-related diseases of women (rapporteur Roberta Angelilli, A7-0340/2012). 
The European Commission is encouraged to develop effective strategies for the promotion of correct 
nutrition and physical exercise as important means to prevent diseases. 

2. Groundhandling services at European Union airports (rapporteur Artur Zasada, A7-0364/2012).  
The European Commission would like to allow a third player to provide such services, but we are 
opposed to this, as it will be detrimental to the personnel providing these services. 

3. Awarding of the Nobel Peace Prize to the European Union in 2012.  
On Wednesday morning 12/12, the awarding of the Nobel Peace Prize gave rise to a festive 
ceremony in the European Parliament. Under the slogan “Your peace, your prize”, the Prize was 
symbolically handed over to all citizens of the European Union. 

In the margin of the session, Secretary General Bert Van Caelenberg participated in the Paneuropean 
working group meeting of the EPP group (11/12/2012), at which Major General Walter Spindler, Deputy 
Eurocorps Commander, gave a speech on “Eurocorps – 50 years after the Élysée Treaty”. Last year, on 8 
June 2011, a delegation of Eurofedop visited the Eurocorps headquarters in Strassburg. 

Among the items which the European Parliament is currently focussing on, we may mention: procurement in 
the sectors of water, energy, transport and postal services; European statistics on safety from crime; 
verification of the application of the Schengen acquis; temporary introduction of border control at internal 
borders; amendment of the Schengen border code; financial support for police cooperation; establishment of 
European Border Surveillance System (EUROSUR); mid-term review of the Stockholm programme; setting 
up of a European Crime Prevention Network (EUCPN). 

Work to start in 2013: legislative proposal amending the Schengen Borders Code; Council and Parliament 
Regulation establishing the European Police Office (Europol); proposal for a regulation of the Council and 
EP on CEPOL amending the Council Decision 2005/681/JHA of 20 September; legislative proposal for e-
Justice. 
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