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EZA Seminar: 
“The cooperation between trade unions and Works’ Councils in Europe -  
workshop with special regard to the activity of multinational companies” 

Budapest (Hungary), 16-17 February 2015 

With the cooperation of MOSZ, the National Federation of Workers’ Councils (Hungary), which hosted this 
seminar which took place with the support of EZA, the European Centre for Workers’ Questions 
(Königswinter, Germany), participants from various European countries gathered to discuss the way in which 
the cooperation between trade unions and works’ councils in Europe can be improved, with a special focus 
on multinational companies. 

Bert Van Caelenberg spoke the opening words 
on behalf of EZA. 

He started by mentioning EZA’s 30 years’ 
anniversary, which will be celebrated this year. 
In 1985, workers’ organisations from eight 
European countries decided to join forces with 
the special aim of promoting workers’ education 
on the basis of Christian and social values. 

In that same year, the president of the 
European Commission of that time, Jacques 
Delors, launched the process, now commonly 

known as social dialogue, based on the consultation at European level between the players of the world of 
labour: workers, employers and public authorities. 

Bert Van Caelenberg closed his speech by referring to the importance attached to social dialogue by today’s 
President of the European Commission, Jean-Claude Juncker of Luxemburg. In a message addressed to the 
General Assembly of EZA, the President had underlined that he counts on the support of EZA for the 
realisation of his plan “to get Europe growing again and get people back to work”. 
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The subject of European works’ councils and how the cooperation of trade unions with those works’ councils 
can be improved was discussed with the participation of representatives and experts from different 
backgrounds and different countries in Europe: trade unions, universities, social research institutes from 
Hungary, Belgium, Germany, Poland, Romania and Bulgaria. 

  
Ádám István, POFÉSZ; Bert Van Caelenberg, Representative EZA; Imre Palkovics, President MOSZ 

What are the legal regulations with regard to the operation of works’ councils in Europe? What are best 
national practices with regard to wage bargaining, collective agreements, corporate crisis management? In 
particular as far as multinational companies are concerned, to what extent are trade unions involved in the 
operation of works’ councils in those companies (joint initiatives, exchange of information and experience, 
standardisation of wage and benefit practices)? 

 
Dr. J. Czuglerné Ivány; Dr. I. Szabó, MOSZ; Bert Van Caelenberg, Representative EZA  

Those were the questions which were discussed within the framework of the seminar. To conclude, a call 
was made for creating databases with availability via the internet, setting up a social network for cooperation 
between workers’ organisations within multinational companies, taking initiatives of mutual interest. 


