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SEMINAR 
“Opening the door for social dialogue” 

Orhid (former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia), 28-29.10.2013 

What we have learned from the discussions and speeches at this seminar was that social dialogue in the 
countries of Macedonia, Albania, Kosovo, Serbia and Bulgaria is still in full evolution and that the participating 

trade unions are very much willing to take part in social dialogue 
in their home country and appreciate the help they receive from 
trade union colleagues from other European countries as well as 
from EZA. 

In his welcoming word, secretary general Bert Van Caelenberg of 
Eurofedop gave a survey of social dialogue in Eastern Europe 
and the Western Balkans and underlined that differences still 
exist as regards the results of social dialogue in those countries. 

Slobodan Antovski, the president of the organising trade union, 
UNASM, said that, in spite of the difficulties they had to start activities as a trade union, it has been thanks to 
European colleagues and EZA that, today, they participate in the Economic and Social Council of Macedonia 
and, through this Council, in talks with the EU. 

Colleagues from SATSE explained that 
their success as a trade union in the 
health care sector in Spain has been 
due to directly involving workers in their 
trade union activities. 

The trade union TUFEMI from Bulgaria 
gave information about their trade union 
actions in the Ministry of the Interior and 
said that their position as a trade union 

has improved thanks to the help they received from European colleagues. 

mailto:eurofedop@eurofedop.org
http://www.eurofedop.org
http://www.eurofedop.org


Orhid (Macedonia), 28-29.10.2013 Seminar: Opening the door for social dialogu 2 

 EUROFEDOP  

Njegos Potezica from SDSS from Serbia said 
that they will take part in social dialogue 
discussions about the working through 
agencies in public services in their country. In 
Macedonia, the working through such agencies 
has led to massive job losses. 

In Albania, there are plans to privatise also the 
Post after Telecom. The participating trade 
union FSPTT hopes that this will be achieved 
through a public private partnership. 

The participating trade union FSP-PTK from 
Kosovo gave information about their continuing 

efforts for the establishment of real social dialogue structures in their country. 

 

 


