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Association agreement with Ukraine 

The association agreement EU-Ukraine, with the establishment of a “deep and comprehensive free trade 
area (DCFTA)” and cooperation in a vast number of fields such as energy, transport, education, social 
development and protection, etc. was approved and voted by Parliament on 16th September. Moreover, the 
deal provides for a political association and brings the country of Ukraine a bit closer to EU membership. At 
the same time, the deal was adopted by the Ukrainian Parliament in Kiev. Nevertheless, because of 
Ukraine’s uncertain economic situation, the deal provides that economic integration (i.e. the implementation 
of a duty-free trade zone) will not get into effect until January 1st, 2016. 

Measures to help EU farmers to cope with Russian embargo on EU foodstuffs 

Because of “disproportionate claims”, the Commission had to suspend relief measures for farmers hit by the 
embargo on 10 September and announced that those measures would be redesigned shortly. MEPs insisted 
that long-term solutions would be sought, such as looking for alternative markets. 

As regards the relations with Russia, the Parliament declared itself in favour of reinforcing sanctions, but also 
stressed the need “to keep communication channels open”. 

European youth initiative: progress to date 

MEPs had criticised the national governments’ slowness to implement the youth initiative for the promotion of 
youth employment and called for stronger measures, including common minimum standards for 
apprenticeships and decent wages. In a speech before Parliament, László Andor, Commissioner on 
Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion, nevertheless argued that the implementation of the Youth 
Guarantee is on track and that, in the first place, it is about reforming national systems, about reforming 
vocational training or – if necessary – the way in which national employment services are organised. 

Ebola outbreak: how to step up EU help? 

The European Parliament, together with the European Commission and the Council, discussed the EU 
response to the ebola crisis. Although the EU has recently increased its immediate aid to contain the crisis, 
aid workers face increasingly difficult conditions on the ground. Countries hit by the crisis are: Guinea, 
Liberia, Sierra Leone, Nigeria, Senegal. 
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EU response to crises in Iraq, Syria, Libya and Gaza 

The European Parliament adopted resolutions to condemn the persecution of minorities by the Islamic State 
in Syria and Iraq as well as separate resolutions on Gaza and Libya. 

Unlocking the digital single market 

MEPs called for further measures to remove obstacles to buying goods online and using an e-signature. A 
study prepared for Parliament this year suggested that the digital single market could deliver enormous 
efficiency gains. Bringing together the 28 national digital markets should include ending mobile roaming 
charges, promoting e-commerce and ensuring open access to the Internet. Member states should get away 
from focussing on their own rules and accept the establishment of uniform rules. Today, only 14 % of the 
EU’s small and medium-sized enterprises trade online. 

EU’s draft budget for 2015 

The Council’s proposal submitted to Parliament amounts to 140.00 billion € in payments and 145.08 billion € 
in commitments, which corresponds to rises in comparison with the 2014 budget, respectively of 3.3 % in 
payments and 1.7 % in commitments. Compared to the amounts proposed by the Commission, the Council, 
taking into account the difficult fiscal situation many member states are in, reduced the payments by 2.1 
billion € and the commitments by 522 million €. Now the European Parliament is invited to express its own 
views and can propose amendments until 28 October, after which, if amendments are introduced, a three 
weeks conciliation period will start. A final agreement on the 2015 budget should be reached before the end 
of the year. 

In the course of the plenary session on 17th September, MEPs criticised the Council’s decision to cut 
expenditure in areas which it had identified as preferential policy areas before, such as research, 
competitiveness and job creation. 

 

Apart from the above-mentioned themes, it was also the moment to meet new MEPs and present our 
organisation to them. 

Our French colleagues will have with Ms Anne Sander someone who is not unfamiliar with the CFTC. She is 
also member of the Committee of Social Affairs. Ms Elisabeth Morin-Chartier, with whom we had good 
contacts in the past, is member of the same committee, but, in addition, she has received the task of 
quaestor. 

   

   
Anne Sander Elisabeth Morin-Chartier Alojz Peterle 
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In view of the seminar which we will organise in September 2015 in Slovenia, I also paid a visit to the MEPs 
Alojz Peterle, Milan Zver and Romana Tomc of this country. It was agreed that, through our Slovenian 
member organisation SDZNS, we would ask Jelka Mlakar to get in touch with them in preparation for the 
seminar. 

From Portugal, Sofia Ribeiro will join the Committee of Social Affairs. As far as our organisation is 
concerned, she will certainly be someone to talk to about projects of EZA. Organisation which is not unknown 
in Portugal. 

   

   
Milan Zver Romana Tomc Sofia Ribeiro 

   

Someone of permanent value from Slovakia is Eduard Kukan. He is not only member of the Committee of 
Social Affairs, but also specialist in Central and Eastern Europe. We have already had contacts with him in 
the past about files in relation to that function. 

   

   
Eduard Kukan Jeroen Lenaers David Casa 

   

Good news for ACP and ACOM. Jeroen Lenaers, new MEP from the Netherlands and former cabinet 
collaborator of Ria Oomen-Ruijten, will among others be concerned with matters related to security, police 
and social affairs. 

The spokesman on social affairs of the EPP group has become David Casa. He is from Malta and, together 
with our colleague of the UHM of Malta, we have already had contacts with him during a previous mandate. 

I was given the occasion to congratulate Commissioner Johannes Hahn on his new function with the DG 
Enlargement (ELARG). Considering the members we group from countries such as Serbia, Macedonia, 
Bosnia & Herzegovina, Kosovo, in our organisation, we may very well have to get in touch again with the 
Commissioner’s services at a later stage. 

The next meeting of the Committee of Social Affairs will take place on 29-30 September 2014 in Brussels. 

For the next session in Strassburg, we have asked to be given the opportunity to have appointments with 
delegates from Romania, Spain, Hungary, Germany and Poland. 


