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Health First Europe (HFE): 
Improved healthcare through innovative solutions 

Report of conference call of 2nd April 2014 

Bert Van Caelenberg, vice-president of HFE, participated in the conference call on behalf of Eurofedop. 

I. Patient safety 

Information was given on HFE’s ongoing participation in the PaSQ Joint Action including the most recent 
meeting held on 29-31 January in Budapest. The project is in its final year and the next steps for the project 
include reporting on the implementation of safe clinical practices (WP5) and continued exchanges of 
information on patient safety between partners via events and webinars (WP4). All information on both work 
packages is publicly accessible on the website http://www.pasq.eu. 

Another point in the discussion was HFE’s response to the recent public consultation on patient safety which 
is directly tied to the future of the PaSQ network. The summary report from the consultation, including ECDC 
reports and the patient safety Eurobarometer, will be published end of May 2014. 

II. Innovation for health 

The members were reminded that the Innovation in health work stream aimed to receive Commission 
support for valuing health and patient access to innovation and it was suggested that in order to achieve this 
aim, HFE would work towards utilising the Parliamentary elections as a basis for organising an Interest 
Group on Health and Social Care. Honorary president John Bowis believed that the interest group should be 
rather broad, which would be helpful to bringing on new MEPs and others indicated that the objective of such 
an interest group would be helpful to ensure Parliamentary support and achieve HFE’s objectives. 

III. Health Technological Assessment 

HFE is closely following the development of the permanent stakeholder network on HTA and will be 
organising a meeting with the EC to discuss stakeholder engagement in the HTA network. 

IV. Community Care Model 

Significant support has been received from the European Commission following the launch of the Model with 
the EU Health Commissioner Borg on 9 December 2013 and the follow-up meeting with Dr. Rys. As part of 
this year’s programme, HFE has met the Italian, Latvian and Luxemburg perm reps to discuss community 
care as a potential agenda priority. 

Bert Van Caelenberg suggested that public discussions of the model emphasise care, treatment, and 
healthcare quality standards. 

He also mentioned that he could support HFE by bringing on additional nursing organisations as members. 
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