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Immigration, Integration, Asylum: 
National and European Perspectives 

Brussels (Belgium), 31.01.2012 

Migration into the EU and the integration of immigrants are matters that will be decisive for the future of 
Europe. National political debates about these issues are increasingly taking place within an EU-wide 
framework. 

Opponents of immigration have concerns about the burden that a large immigrant population can place on a 
country’s welfare system. 

Illegal immigration leads to thousands of migrants living in the EU but effectively outside the sphere of the 
law. 

European immigration and asylum systems, based on Judeo-Christian values and the tradition of the 
Enlightenment, can be challenged by globalisation and the difficulties with the integration of immigrants. 

The key note speaker was Manfred WEBER, MEP, vice-chair of the EPP Group in the European Parliament. 
Europe should not stop showing solidarity. The way in which we deal with this challenge, is closely linked with 
the evolution from immigration to integration. As representative from Eurofedop, I will remember the 
reference which was made to: “Who will guard the doors ?” 

The initiative to create an institute in Malta which would be assigned with dealing with the refugee policy, is 
hopeful. 

To share the burden of immigration stands high on the agenda of the EPP Ministers of the Interior. Their 
involvement is based on a single EPP position. Thus a Resolution on Immigration and Integration was 
approved at the EPP Congress in Marseille on 7-8/12/2011. 

Mr Weber asked that attention would be paid in the first place to the implementation of the existing legislation 
instead of creating new one. Frontex has to be reinforced, its officers wear on their uniforms a reference to 
Europe which is a sign not to be minimised, the speaker concluded. 
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He gave the floor to the speakers in a panel, one of whom was Mauricio Rojas Mullor, Director of the 
Observatory for Immigration and Development Cooperation in Madrid (ES). 

Spain has been confronted with 6 million immigrants over the last 15 years. 

Their share in the total population has risen from 2.5 to 14 %. 

Before the crisis, they were employed as illicit workers. According to the speaker, 25 % of the market 
economy happens illicitly. 

Today, 80 % of African immigrants in Madrid have no job. His conclusion is also that the control at Europe’s 
external borders is very important. 

According to Ol’ga Gyárfášová, Institute for Public Affairs, Comenius University, Bratislava, politicians in 
Slovakia, Romania, Czech Republic, … deny their responsibility by stating that their countries are just transit 
countries. 

By pretending that there is no immigration, there is no need for working on integration. 

Simon Busuttil, MEP, Member of the Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs Committee, raised the question 
about “Which Europe do we want?”: “One Europe or 27 European borders”? 

Although the application of the Schengen protocol is put under pressure through political statements from 
Italy or France, Schengen is the best way to put into practice the NO-BORDERS logic. 

Therefore, in his view, the protection of the external borders should be considered a European task. 

Bert Van Caelenberg asked the question if the enlargement of Schengen to Romania and Bulgaria would not 
lead to a large flow of immigrants into those countries, immigrants who, up till now, entered through Greece? 

What about a badly functioning SIS system and Frontex, the development of which leaves much to be 
desired? 

The speaker explained that investigation committees had visited the borders of Romania and Bulgaria and 
found that the control at those borders was sufficient to decide in favour of the accession to Schengen. At 
present, it is for the Council to decide, a Council where, apparently, one country’s refusal still prevents the 
unanimity necessary for approval. 

Finally, another point of discussion was the “Dublin” regulation. It was stated that those who stay here 
illegally, should be sent back. Frontex could play a role here. 

Moderator Vít Novotný spoke of the following facets in his “Policy Brief” on immigration and integration into 
the European Union: 
- economic integration, 
- asylum, 
- illegal immigration, 
- integration, 
- policy design. 

Documentation and a book on this subject were presented at the session. 

Further info can be found on www.thinkingeurope.eu. 
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