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Health First Europe Open Forum Debate 

European Parliament, Brussels, 27.11.2012 

Advancing patient safety in the EU: Reducing healthcare associated infections 

In his opening address, MEP Christofer Fjellner (EPP, Sweden), stressed the importance of personnel 
training in dealing with the subjects of patient safety and the prevention and control of healthcare associated 
infections. 

Herta Adam from the DG Health and Consumers (Unit C3 Health Threats) of the European Commission 
explained that the aim of the Commission is to support EU countries in their efforts to prevent and control 
HCAIs and help them sharing best practices. 

 
Roberto Bertollini, Herta Adam, John Bowis, Christofer Fjellner 
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The important role played by the World Health Organisation was underlined during the session by Roberto 
Bertollini. Actions recommended by the WHO are risk assessment, priorities setting, continuous education, 
surveillance improvement, simple and effective measures (“hands washing”) and documentation. 

Patients want safe healthcare and the question is raised whether the EU can impose regulations in this 
respect? 

It is known that, with regard to healthcare, the subsidiarity principle applies. Nevertheless, if no legal basis is 
available in the EU, maybe such regulations can be imposed through the WHO? In that case, the EU could 
invest in WHO actions and by this way contribute to steering national policies and legislation. 

Reference may also be made to article 168 of the Treaty. 

During the session, Dr. Sonja Hansen of the “Aktionsbündnis Patientensicherheit” (“Coalition for Patient 
Safety”) spoke about the project “Aktion Saubere Hände” (“Clean Hands Campaign”) which is a project set 
up with the support of the German Government to reduce as much as possible health care associated 
infections. The project was launched in 2008 and more and more hospitals and healthcare institutions (in 
particular through their teaching staff) participate in the project. 

Recently, on 13.11.2012, the European Commission published its Communication COM(2012) 658 final on 
the member states’ implementation of Council recommendation 2009/C 151/01 on patient safety and the 
prevention and control of healthcare associated infections. 

From this document, we learn that most member states have taken a variety of actions in this field. Patient 
safety has been set as a priority in public health policies and most countries have encouraged training on 
patient safety in healthcare settings. Nevertheless, only a few countries have also embedded patient safety in 
the training programmes of healthcare professionals. There is still room for improvement in the crucial area 
of patient empowerment and reporting. Efforts on patient safety focus in the first place on hospitals and less 
on primary care. As regards the prevention and control of HCAIs, most countries have implemented a 
combination of actions in national/regional strategies and/or action plans. Thirteen member states reported 
having set up information campaigns towards healthcare workers. 

One of the collaborators in drawing up this Communication was Herta Adam, who participated as expert in 
the open forum debate. 

On the part of Eurofedop, Bert Van Caelenberg, Secretary General, participated in the debate. 


