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Health in Europe making it fairer 

Charlemagne Conference Centre, Brussels (Belgium), 18.03.2014 

This major conference was set up with the aim of addressing the issue 
of improving fairness and equity in health in Europe, improving the 
access to health and combating discrimination in health. Participants 
from a great variety of backgrounds (EU institutions, academics, 
professional groups, NGOs, …) discussed the issue with the aim of 
determining good practices and policies. 

Some of the questions raised were: to what extent is discrimination in 
health really an issue, what are the obstacles to greater fairness in 
health, what can be done by EU institutions, national governments, 
stakeholders, to achieve greater fairness in health, … 

On the part of Eurofedop, Secretary General Bert Van Caelenberg 
participated in the event. In the morning session, he listened to 
interventions from prominent speakers such as Viviane Reding, 
European Commission Vice-President, and Tonio Borg, European 
Commissioner for Health. 

Tonio Borg indicated that, as regards employment in the health care sector, shortages to the amount of 
hundreds of thousands of health care professionals can be expected towards the year 2020. He asked why 
several European countries tried to attract workers from outside the EU, even if there are so many 
unemployed in our own countries. He mentioned the working group he has set up, precisely with the aim to 
study this question. 

This question has also been a subject of discussion during a conversation Secretary General Van 
Caelenberg had with Commissioner Borg on a previous occasion. The secretary general stated during that 
conversation that, in his view, the European Commission should do more to help schools set up and realise 
high-quality projects of health care education. Through the investment in health care education, attract more 
young people to take up a job in health care, was the solution he suggested. 

Other speakers and panellists that Eurofedop has had contacts with in the past, for example as guests during 
trade councils in Luxemburg, were Michael Hüebel, Head of Unit Directorate General for Health and 
Consumers, European Commission, and Alojz Peterle, MEP for Slovenia. 
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