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IHS (Institut für Höhere Studien) 
Vienna (Austria), 17.11.2015 

The Institute for Advanced Studies was founded in 1963 and would form many highly qualified civil servants 
in the decades thereafter. 

Today, the training of high-level civil servants has been taken over by universities and the Institute has been 
transformed into an organism conducting research on items of public interest, linked with themes such as the 
European integration, economic growth and sustainability, the future of the welfare state as well as education 
and science as tools for social progress. 

On 17th November 2015, a solemn festivity took place, not only to celebrate that IHS moved to a new 
address, but also that it would adopt a new strategic goal of conducting research in which scientists/experts 
with an economic background and those with a social background would closely work together. 

Among the speakers, 
the Bundespräsident 
of Austria, Heinz 
Fischer, said that he 
believed that, thanks 
to its new orientation, 
the Institute would 
produce solutions to 
urgent questions 
which society is 
confronted with. 

This was confirmed 
by Hans Jörg 
Schelling, Finance 
Minister of Austria, 
who said that the new 
orientation will make it possible for the Institute to play a reinforced role in society. 

The Director of IHS, Sigurd Höllinger, indicated that the Institute would more than today focus on questions of 
European interest. 

On behalf of Eurofedop and within the framework of a running cooperation project between Eurofedop and 
the Institute, introduced to the European Commission, Secretary General Bert Van Caelenberg participated 
in the event. 

The subject of a panel discusssion “Wie kann sich Wissenschaft in die Gesellschaft einbringen?” (How can 
the role played by science in society be promoted?) made one of the speakers conclude: “We should not 
forget to have respect for each other”. 

For more, see the IHS website: https://www.ihs.ac.at 
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