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ILO – 100th Session 
Geneva (Switzerland), 06.2011 

On Tuesday 14.06.2011, Bert Van Caelenberg, secretary general of the International Federation of 
Employees in Public Services (INFEDOP), attended the session and followed the debates. 

In the preceding days, a debate had taken place on the reports of the chairperson of the Governing body and 
of the director general. 

 
A remarkable intervention was made by Mr Sommer (Workers, Germany), this in the light of the speech that 
would be given by Chancellor Merkel on 14.06.2011. Part of the delegation of Mr Sommer were ten advisors 
of the DGB (Deutsche Gewerkschaftsbund). 
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He was particularly happy with the new convention for more than 100 million domestic workers which would 
be adopted at this 100th Session. It would give these hard working men and women more rights. But a 
matter of some concern to him was that the director general did not indicate what plans there are for new 
standards ? Maybe someone should have pointed out to Mr Sommer that public services can also play a role 
in the application of norms. His reference to the G20 would be taken over later by Ms Merkel when she gave 
her solemn speech. 

So, the conference was honoured by the visit of H.E. Ms Angela Merkel, 
Chancellor, Federal Republic of Germany. When she entered the room, 
she was given a standing ovation, which made the director general 
remark that this was the first speaker who was given an applause before 
she had begun her speech. 

Ms Merkel stated that it was quite justified for the ILO to put stress on the 
cooperation with individual countries. Every country has its problems but 
the ILO has a know-how which can be of great importance to those 
individual countries. 

The material welfare and mental freedom of workers are elements which 
Germany takes at heart. And this not only in crisis periods. 

Social protection and global employment are only possible with partners 
who work on the social market economy through dialogue and here she 
clearly referred to the intervention that was made by the DGB. 

 

 

Today, Germany has more people at work 
than before the crisis. Nevertheless, it has a 
need for well-skilled workers. This in spite of 
the fact that there are 3 million unemployed in 
Germany. She moreover mentioned the G20 
which had recently taken place in France, 
president Sarkozy and the person who was 
put forward as first candidate to take up the 
highest function at the IMF, Ms Lagarde. The 
moment has come to gather all players in the 
field under the wings of the UNO : the World 
Bank, WTO, IMF, ILO, OECD. Here the ILO 
has a particular role in drawing attention to the 
social rights. 

After Ms Merkel had finished her speech and 
had said goodbye, the discussion on the 
reports was continued. 58 people took the 
floor on 14.06.2011. Apart from ministers from 

Portugal, France, Hungary, Belgium, Luxemburg and delegates of the governments of Austria and Croatia, 
many speeches were given by representatives from the other continents. 

 

In the days that followed, final reports of the Committee on Domestic Workers, the Finance Committee, 
Labour Administration, application of standards and the recurrent discussion of social protection were put to 
the vote. 

A group of experts, “ten members of the Club of Madrid”, also sits together to discuss the theme of “Lessons 
from the recent crisis for building sustainable and shared societies: implications for the ILO”. 

This annual session is also a moment for INFEDOP to organise contacts with colleagues from Asia, Africa 
and Latin America and update relations with the ILO administration. 

 

Bert Van Caelenberg 
Secretary General Infedop 
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