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International Seminar on European Studies 
Rome (Italy), 25-26.11.2015 

A stronger presence on the international stage: the role of social partners in the international trade 
negotiations between EU and third countries 

The seminar had been set up by MCL (Movimento Cristiano Lavoratori, www.mcl.it) with the support of EZA 
(Europäisches Zentrum für Arbeitnehmerfragen, www.eza.org) and the European Commission. 

The seminar was opened with a speech and welcoming words by Enzo DE SANTIS, President of EFAL (Ente 
Formazione e Addestramento Lavoratori, MCL). 

Bartho Pronk, President of EZA, stated that the conference theme was overshadowed by current 
developments (refugee crisis, ISIS terrorist attacks, situation between Turkey and Russia). After the war, 
Europe did not ask itself many questions and, later on, the functioning of the market was regulated by WTO 
agreements. After Doha, where everything was blocked, the strategy changed towards the conclusion of 
bilateral agreements. That is why the two biggest players on the world market, the EU and the US, started 
conversations. And how, today, the environmental policy and the social policy are put under pressure. The 
EZA president concluded that we should concentrate on what is possible and stay realistic. Doing nothing is 
as bad as overreacting. 

During the debate, reference was made to 3 million anti-TTIP signatures, and someone made the 
observation that the US President will not remain president for ever. 

During a first panel discussion, colleagues from Italy and Portugal provided explanation on their experiences 
at local level. 

With regard to the theme of “Towards a new labour market in Europe”, Professor Giancamillo Palmerini gave 
his vision on “Which guarantees for the EU’s high social and labour standards?” His studies show that there 
will be loss of wages in Europe (for ex. to the amount of 3,400 €/per person/per year in Germany) and loss of 
600,000 jobs. Nevertheless, later on in the debate, his statements were seriously doubted by other 
professors. 

Professor Sandro Valletta, Guglielmo Marconi University, Rome, held a lecture on “What is the Investment 
Court System?” 
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During a round-table conversation, moderated by Norbert Schnedl, FCG Austria, introductory speeches were 
made by Gregorio Gonzalez (CEAT, ES), Giovanni Gut (MCL, IT), Christian Bäumler (EESC/CDA, DE) and 
Bert Van Caelenberg (EUROFEDOP). 

Thus Mr Gonzalez was quite certain in expressing doubts about the study of Mr Palmerini and gave a rather 
positive image of the future. Nevertheless, he also had doubts about the possibility of achievement in the 
short term. Bert Van Caelenberg represented the Eurofedop view and focussed on the future of public 
services and social services (SGIs). He made reference to the ongoing debate and underlined that a text 
should be inserted for protection later in the Treaty, which was also supported by Christian Bäumler, 
EESC/CDA, Germany. 

After the provision of more information on the way in which the debate fitted into the actions set up by EZA, 
Fritz Neugebauer, President of Eurofedop, concluded the session. He mentioned the hundreds of bilateral 
trade agreements which already exist today under the wings of the WTO. Maybe we should look a bit further 
and also focus on targets such as Asia and Latin America. 

Piergiorgio Sciacqua, co-president of EZA, thanked all for the constructive dialogue and concluded the 
conference by expressing words of thankfulness. 


