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Nobel Peace Prize 2012 awarded to the European Union 

Brussels (Belgium), 18.10.2012 

Press release by the Norwegian Nobel Committee and Reactions from European officials 

Press release by the Nobel Committee: 

 “The Norwegian Nobel Committee has decided that the Nobel Peace Prize for 2012 is to be awarded to the 
European Union (EU). The union and its forerunners have for over six decades contributed to the 
advancement of peace and reconciliation, democracy and human rights in Europe. … The Norwegian Nobel 
Committee wishes to focus on what it sees as the EU's most important result: the successful struggle for 
peace and reconciliation and for democracy and human rights. The stabilizing part played by the EU has 
helped to transform most of Europe from a continent of war to a continent of peace.” 

 

Reactions from European officials: 

Herman Van Rompuy, President of the European Council: “We are all very proud that we receive this Nobel 
Prize – and we, that means not only the European leaders, but all European citizens from this generation and 
the former generations. It is a recognition of the work of the European Union as a peacemaker.” 

José Manuel Barroso, President of the European Commission: “The Nobel Peace Prize Committee and the 
international community are now sending a very important message to Europe that the European Union is 
something very precious, that we should cherish it for the good of Europeans and for the good of the entire 
world.” 

Martin Schulz, President of the European Parliament: “It is a great honour that the EU has been awarded this 
year's Nobel Peace Prize. This Nobel Peace Prize is for all EU citizens. … The values of human dignity, 
freedom, democracy, equality, the rule of law and the respect for human rights are absolutely fundamental to 
the European Union. … The EU's principles and values of reconciliation can serve as an inspiration to other 
regions in the world. From the Balkans to the Caucasus, the EU serves as a beacon for democracy and 
reconciliation.” 

Bartho Pronk, President of EZA (European Centre for Workers’ Questions) welcomes with great enthusiasm 
the decision of awarding the Nobel Peace Prize of 2012 to the European Union. He reminds of the time when 
the European Union was created in 1957, with the signing of the Treaty of Rome and underlines that, since 
that time, Europe has been without a major armed confrontation. However, he also underlines that this 
journey for peace should be continued, particularly considering the difficult times we are living in today. “The 
European Union as a whole is a fascinating project to which we shall remain committed now and in the 
future.” 
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