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POA/UK reports 
VIOLENCE IN PRISONS AND THE PRISON POPULATION 

Brussels (Belgium), 23.01.2012 

Not only the prison population in the United Kingdom has once more increased, but so have also the assaults 
on staff in prisons. 

And maybe the most worrying of all is the way in which cases of violence against prison officers are met with 
indifference by the National Authorities, the Judiciary and Parliament. Prisoners can commit violent acts 
against prison officers and can get away with it without being prosecuted. 

Thus, following serious assaults on staff in Nottingham Prison, a protest action was set up – and got 
response from the media – outside that prison establishment last Thursday 19th January. 

The POA/UK underlines that it is important to make the public aware of the problems frontline staff are facing 
on a daily basis. This was also the message that National POA Chairman PJ McParlin gave during an 
interview with Sky News. The prison population is increasing, and the number of assaults on staff are also 
increasing, nevertheless, staffing levels are reduced because of budget cuts. 

The position taken by the POA against cases of violence against prison officers is one of zero tolerance. 
Prisoners should be stopped from committing violent acts against prison officers and the POA appeals to the 
National Prosecution Service, Parliament and the Judiciary for taking appropriate action with this aim. 

 
EUROFEDOP supports its member organisation POA/UK in its actions. 
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