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The POA/UK reports: more prisons are closed down  
in spite of prison overcrowding 

Brussels (Belgium), 17.09.2013 

On 4th September 2013, the Lord Chancellor and Secretary of State for Justice, Mr Chris Grayling, 
announced the closing down of four more prisons in the UK (by the end of 2013) as well as the restructuring 
(“re-roling”) of three others (by 2014). 

Needless to say that, together with our member organisation POA, we as Eurofedop underline that the 
consequences of these changes will have to be carefully examined, not only as far as the impact of such 
changes on the functioning of the Prison Service is concerned, but also as regards the consequences for 
prison staff who face redundancy or redeployment (in locations farther from home). 

The Government has designed a protocol and toolkit to accompany the closing down of prisons, in particular 
to manage the problems caused for prison staff (“Managing people through prison closure”). The 
Government plans to consult the trade unions throughout the process, although this “consultation will not 
cover the reasons for closing down the prison”. 

The POA condemns the closing down of prisons, at a time when the number of offenders in prisons in 
England and Wales (over 80 000 at present) largely exceeds the “CNA” (Certified Normal Accommodation), 
the number of acceptable prison capacity which the Government itself has established. The Government 
even wants to keep the level of prison overcrowding as it is today, believing that this is a level it can safely 
manage. 

The POA condemns this “institutionalisation of prison overcrowding”.  

In close connection with prison overcrowding, stands the problem of violence in prisons. Not only the POA 
reports that there are many cases of prisoner on prisoner assaults, but there is also the daily occurrence (8 
cases each day) of prisoner on staff assaults. 

The POA is appalled at the failure of management to address the issue of violence in prisons. The apathy 
from those in authority, the lack of prosecution with regard to violence in prisons creates an atmosphere in 
which prisoners no longer fear the consequences of assaulting prison staff. 

According to the POA, there is only one way to deal with violence in prisons and that is through zero 
tolerance. The POA urges its members to seek contact with local MPs to raise this issue in Parliament so 
that the Government would do all it can to protect those sent to prison and those who work within prisons. 
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