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Visit to SATSE 

Madrid (Spain), 07.05.2013 

In order to make arrangements for the organisation of an Executive Committee session and a European 
Project from 26 to 28/09/2013 in Madrid, Bert Van Caelenberg, Secretary General of Eurofedop, travelled to 
the capital of Spain where he had a meeting with the Executive Committee of SATSE. 

The Executive Committee of SATSE gathers twice a year in Madrid and is composed of representatives from 
all over Spain. 

 

Victor Aznar, president of SATSE, welcomed the participants and thanked Eurofedop for holding this big 
European project in Spain. Hotel Ambassador is situated directly at the head office of SATSE. The president 
once more recalled the Eurofedop Congress of 04-05/04/2013 in Luxemburg and named this Congress a 
success. 
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Bert Van Caelenberg gave information about the Eurofedop position on the health sector. 

Health care represents on average 10 % the member states’ GNP and 80 % of health care are in the hands 
of the States. Therefore, it is not surprising that health care is often the subject of austerity measures. 

At a moment at which new demands are raised as a result of the demographic evolution, that new 
technologies cost money, governments should invest in health care instead of implementing austerity 
measures. 

The European Commission has also opened the cohesion fund 2014-2010 and the structural funds to health 
care. 

Europe should be aware that there are risks involved with the application of linear restrictions and that it is 
precisely due to such measures that diseases such as HIV can once more spread. 

Solutions? Yes, Bert Van Caelenberg underlined: the integration of services and the coordination of services. 
Focus even more on quality. Work on prevention. Hospital management and new personnel systems. Make 
patients understand that hospitals are not 5 star hotels where you can spend the winter. 

He also stressed the importance of social dialogue. The European Commissioner for Social Affairs, László 
Andor, has also made it clear that countries should make bigger efforts in this respect. Unfortunately, his 
administration lacks the means and the people to coordinate this. 

 

Bert Van Caelenberg thanked SATSE for the warm welcome and the help he received. He also thanked our 
vice-president, Esther Reyes Diez, for the answers she gave to questions asked by the Executive Committee 
that day. 

Moreover, in the course of the day, an interview with Bert Van Caelenberg took place, which can be viewed 
on the SATSE TV Channel, see www.enfermeriatv.es. (fill in “Bert Van Caelenberg” in the box “buscar”) The 
secretary general of Eurofedop gave during that interview more information on the Eurofedop position with 
regard to health care. 
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