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European Social Dialogue Institutions, 
their activities and the best practice 

Hotel Domus Maria, Vilnius (Lithuania), 31.01-01.02.2014 

Following the request of Civic Responsibility Foundation to participate as expert in the project “Development 
of Social Partnership with the aim of implementing the National Reforms Agenda”, Bert Van Caelenberg, 
Secretary General of Eurofedop, spoke at the seminar in Vilnius. 

On 31/01, Svajūnas Andriulis, Chairman of the Lithuanian Labour Federation (LDF), gave a description of the 
goals of the seminar. 

Inga Preidiene, Lithuanian representative in the European Economic and Social Committee (ECOSOC), 
spoke about the role of ECOSOC in the promotion of social dialogue. 

Bert Van Caelenberg focused on the following items: 

1) What is Eurofedop and how does it represent 
national public service sectors at European level? 

2) European institutions which are important for 
reaching social objectives – the European 
Parliament. 

3) European institutions which are important for 
reaching social objectives – the European 
Commission. 
 

On Saturday, the second day of the seminar, Bert Van Caelenberg spoke about the main legislative 
regulations which have made it possible to set up social consultations at European level. Moreover, he gave 
more information about an agreement concluded in 2010 by the social partners of Central Government 
Administrations, TUNED and UEPAE, within the framework of European Social Dialogue, on values and 
commitments in public services. He described two cases of best practices at national level: SATSE in Spain 
and the GÖD in Austria. 
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Saturday was concluded by a debate coordinated by Jelana Soms, vice-chairman of LDF. 

The whole project was guided by Birute Jatautaite, Director of Civic Responsibility Foundation. The 
participants were representatives of trade unions, NGOs and social institutions. The participation of young 
people in the seminar showed that, in spite of high unemployment, the Lithuanian youth are still much 
interested in higher education. 

It was agreed that they would contact the candidates for the European elections with their questions on the 
efficiency of European Social Dialogue. 

 

 
Svajūnas Andriulis, Chairman LDF 

Bert Van Caelenberg, Secretary General Eurofedop 

 

 


