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Social Dialogue in the Public Sector in Serbia 

Belgrade (Serbia), 30.03.2012 

Now that Serbia has become an official candidate 
member state of the European Union since 1st March 
2012, it is committed to gradually adopt the acquis 
communautaire. One of the areas in which it still has a 
way to go, is social dialogue … 

The evolution with regard to social dialogue was the 
subject of a seminar organised by Eurofedop’s 
member organisation, the Trade Union of 
Administration of Serbia (SDSS), with the participation 
of several trade union delegates from Eurofedop. 

Njegos Potezica, president of the organising trade 
union, held the opening speech in which he regretted 
the Government of Serbia’s reluctance to get really 
involved in social dialogue and confirmed the Trade 
Union’s preparedness to go along with the reform of 
public administration in Serbia, although he underlined 
that this cannot happen by depriving the workers of 
their basic rights. 

Bert Van Caelenberg, Secretary General of Eurofedop, 
spoke about Serbia’s path towards accession to the 
European Union. 
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From the university of Belgrade,  Professor Branko Lubarda, PhD, spoke as expert of social dialogue in the 
Western Balkans. 

A best practice example was given by Johan Markovic, Mayor of the city of Uzice. Here social dialogue 
between the city and its 200 members of staff is functioning well. 

Speakers from Eurofedop were Mark Freeman, Jan Kleian, Illy Balta, Rolf Weber, Manfred Wiedner and Ag 
Geza. They gave expert information about their local situation and how to deal efficiently with various aspects 
of trade union management. 

Other prominent speakers were Secretary of State Dušan Radaković, trade union representatives Slavica 
Savić and Jelena Kovacic Kostic, Professor Zivko Lukic, PhD, ILO representative in Serbia Jovan Protic and 
Slobodan Ilic, PhD. 

In the course of the seminar, apart from the items on the agenda, current trade union subjects were brought 
under the attention of the foreign guests. Thus a Government Decree issued on 22nd March, by which the 
Government continues to deny the payment of legitimate salary claims to workers, in spite of a Court 
decision in favour of those workers, was denounced. 

In the evening, Bert Van Caelenberg was invited to give his point of view on matters of social dialogue and 
the process of Serbia’s integration into the European Union, during a news broadcast on the national public 
TV channel. 
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