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The European Agenda under the Maltese EU Presidency 
Brussels (Belgium), 07.12.2016 

Speech by HE Ms Marlene BONNICI 

HE Ms Marlene BONNICI, Ambassador of Malta to the European Union, held a speech on the issues which 
Malta wishes to focus on during its presidency from 1 January to 30 June 2017. 

For the first time since its accession in 2004, the smallest EU Member State, Malta, will chair the Council of 
the European Union. 

The current Trio-Presidency of the Netherlands, Slovakia and Malta has agreed upon long-term goals and a 
common agenda in order to set priorities for the upcoming 18 months. Based on the trio-programme, each of 
the three countries is preparing its own detailed six-month programme. 

Malta will take the EU rotating presidency in a time of fundamental change and great challenges. It will push 
forward the implementation of the Bratislava Roadmap adopted in September 2016 in order to strengthen the 
European project. 

As a Mediterranean country, Malta will place the strategic focus on the 3 M’s: Maritime, Mediterranean and 
Migration. 

In her speech, the Ambassador furthermore explained that Malta also wishes to focus on the following 
subjects: 
- digitisation, to put an end to roaming charges; 
- security-terrorism, to reinforce the external borders; 
- social policy-gender equality, violence, to be brought under the attention of the Council for decision; 
- relations with strategic partners; in this respect, she spoke about relations with Libya, Ukraine and Turkey; 
- Brexit-application of article 50; important steps will have to be taken under the Maltese presidency. 
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During the debate, the remark was made that Malta was NOT a migration country before it joined the EU. 

Regarding the way in which the pressure can be reduced, it was underlined that no legislation has yet been 
determined on 
- dealing with external factors; 
- better protecting the borders; 
- providing for a system that offers solutions, also when new extreme pressure is built up; 
- eliminating the causes for refugees to flee from their home country and tackling the routes that are used. 

There are for example institutions such as the Hans Seidelstiftung, which takes already many initiatives in 
Africa. But a large part of the refugees remain economic refugees. 

About the discussion on Turkey, she said: “We are a small country and cannot solve everything in 6 months”. 

We have to leave the door open, even when some say that Turkey writes about the EU’s fundamental rights 
in small letters. 

She denied that the EU’s work for the developing countries would deteriorate when too much focus is put on 
migration. 

For further information about the Maltese presidency, we wait until the country takes over the chair officially 
on 01/01/2017. 

Our member organisation in Malta, the UHM, represented by Edwin Balzan, will also follow this matter 
closely, inform us and take necessary initiatives. 


