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Brief information of VOST “VOLYA” on the situation  

with Covid-19 in Ukraine 
(as on 31.03.2020) 

 

 

     General information. 
 

     According to official statistics a total of 549 people were infected, 13 deceased, 8 

recovered, including 1 child. VOST “VOLYA” supposes that the statistics on the 

number of infected persons is significantly lowered, since only persons who have 

appealed directly the health facilities with symptoms of Covid-19 are included here. 

There has been no extensive population testing for the detection of this disease in 

Ukraine. 
 

     It may be said that the pandemic of the coronavirus caught Ukraine by surprise. Not 

only the population, but also a large part of the medical staff, felt the lack of basic 

personal protective equipment. There were also no test systems, apparatus for artificial 

ventilation of the lungs and other necessary facilities.  
 

 

     Migration component. 
 

     More than 130 thousand Ukrainian migrant workers, mostly from Poland, have 

returned to Ukraine in recent days. Unfortunately, after crossing the border, they have 

not been isolated and tested for Covid-19 detection. Everything was limited to 

measuring the temperature at the border. These migrant workers constitute an 

uncontrolled risk group and are the most likely carriers of coronavirus. 
 

 

     Restrictive measures. 
 

     From 17 March to 24 April 2020, the state of extreme situation (quarantine) was 

introduced in Ukraine. Schools and universities are closed; non-essential businesses 

are closed except food shops, essentials and pharmacies; sports and cultural events 

canceled; limiting the number of people at mass gatherings (up to 10 people); 

restrictions (in some cases traffic cancellation) on transport (public transport in cities, 

intercity, international transport); self-isolation of individuals and households showing 

symptoms of the virus; voluntary self-isolation of vulnerable groups (is not fulfilled, as 

it is with Ukrainian migrant workers who have returned to Ukraine). Unfortunately, 

the government makes a lot of declaratory and unreasonable measures, such as closing 

subway (metro) in Kyiv. During quarantine some tax relief has also introduced for 

business. 
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     The situation with workers. 
 

     Many workers work from home distantly. For local authorities, for example, 

workers of Lviv City Council departments work in turns (several people) to provide 

livelihoods of the city. 
 

     During quarantine, workers can arrange paid (or unpaid) vacation. Some workers 

can have paid sick and employment protection for a period of self-isolation. 
 

     Medical workers are provided with double salary, but only for those in the area of 

responsibility of which an infected person (persons) is identified. VOST “VOLYA” 

does not agree with this decision of the government. We believe that double salary 

should apply to all medical workers, as they work with at-risk groups and any of them 

may be infected with the virus. 
 

     On VOST “VOLYA” opinion, medical, police, transport and retail trade workers 

are most vulnerable because they have a lot of contact with people, including potential 

coronavirus carriers. 
 

     Evaluation of VOST “VOLYA” actions related to the prevention of Covid-19. 
 

     Government – badly; employers – quite well; society – quite well. 


