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Wilfried Martens Centre for European Studies 
“Live Long and Prosper? Demographic Change and Europe’s Pensions Crisis” 

Brussels (Belgium), 10.11.2015, 12:30-14:00 

Secretary General Bert Van Caelenberg attended a meeting organised by the Wilfried Martens Centre in 
collaboration with the Hanns Seidel Stiftung on pensions and the challenges they will create for countries in 
the future. 

The old age dependency ratio in the EU (the ratio 
of people aged over 65 years relative to those of 
working age) will rise from 27% in 2013 to over 
50% in 2060. The EU labour force is estimated to 
decline by 45 million people up to 2060 if current 
trends continue. Thus it will be practically 
impossible for the active working population to 
cover for the pensions to be allocated to those 
who have retired from active working life. 

Moreover, the organisation of pension systems 
varies considerably from country to country in the 
EU. Every country has public, occupational and 

private pension pillars, but, for example, less than 7% of Italian workers are covered by a personal pension 
plan compared to 50% in the United Kingdom. 

In the context of demographical change, what should the role of the EU be in ensuring pension systems can 
meet the challenges of the 21st century? Are there examples of innovative reform strategies in EU member 
states which might be useful across the EU? 

Those were some of the subjects to be discussed during this event with the participation of experts from the 
organising think tanks, the European Parliament, the OECD and the Cologne Institute for Economic 
Research. 
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